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Stay one! Stay young! 



Pictured with the Bishop of Oxford and Peter Ball, Diocesan Youth Officer, (far right), are the South African visitors, including (back, 
left to right ): Carmel Andrew, Lynette Murray, and David Herman, and (front): Helpie Makhatemele General Smuts Buthelezi, and 
Walter Mojapelo. The Diocese of Oxford pilgrims were: Caroline Smith (Coldash near Newbury); Sue Cuin (Stokenchurch), 
Elizabeth Mogg (Marlow), Christine Bartlett (Blackbird Leys), Stephen Jeffrey (Witney), and Lucy Millar (Littlemore, Oxford) . 
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S ix young people 
from the Oxford 
Diocese went on a 
pilgrimage with the 
Archbishop of 

Canterbury to Taize at 
the end of August With 
them went Peter Ball, the 
Diocesan Youth Officer, 
and six South Africans 
on a visit to our Diocese 
at the invitation of the 
Diocesan Youth 
Assembly South African 
Group. 


Almost a thousand young An- 
glicans from dioceses all over 
England joined the Archbishop 
for a week-long stay in France. 
Before their departure they as- 
sembled in Canterbury, where 
Dr Carey told them that the idea 
for the pilgrimage had grown 
out of his chance conversation 
with a Taize brother at the World 
Council of Churches Assembly 
in Canberra last year. That As- 
sembly had come alive when it 
was at worship, and Taize focus- 
es its life on prayer and worship. 
“That is where the barriers we 
create for ourselves are broken 
down in Christ. That is where we 
find our unity in God,” he said. 

Taize is a village in the hills of 
eastern France. The community 
founded by Brother Roger, after 
a visit there in 1940, has now 
grown to an ecumenical com- 
munity of 90 brothers from some 
20 different countries. When he 
addressed the pilgrimage co-or- 
dinators earlier in the year, the 
Archbishop had made it clear 
that he wanted his ministry in 
Taize to be a “ministry with the 
young rather than a ministry to 
the young He had been true to 


his word, said Peter Ball. Not 
only did Dr Carey take part in the 
daily prayer times, he also met 
with groups of young Anglicans 
in the afternoons. “The Arch- 
bishop listened very intently to 
what they had to say . I was 
encouraged that he recognises 
some young people find it diffi- 
cult to be part of the Church of 
England, and he seems really 
committed to making it easier for 
them to feel part of the Church” 
added Peter Ball. He also said 
that during his stay he had been 


able to make preparations for 
the Oxford Diocean youth pil- 
grimage to Taize next August, 
which will form part of the Dio- 
cese’s focus on young people in 
1993. 

For the young South Africans 
there was much to take in during 
their pilgrimage. Peter Ball says 
they are used to a more exuber- 
ant form of worship, rather than 
the contemplative Taize style. 
However, Walter Mojapelo 
from Alexandra, near Johannes- 
burg, said that he had learned a 


great deal from being still and 
listening to God. They were also 
encouraged by their meetings 
with young Christians from oth- 
er parts of the world who were 
also practising their faith in dif- 
ficult conditions. 

On their last day the Archbish- 
op addressed the whole com- 
minity of 5000 young people. 
He said that during their visit 
they had all been taken out of 
themselves and directed to Jesus 
Christ. In Taize they had found 
simplicity, prayer and hope. They 


had also found unity in Christ. 
“Let us cherish what God teach- 
es us in our own Churches but, 
with that, value the genuine and 
inclusive character of the Church 
of Jesus Christ.” 

And for Brother Roger and the 
permanent community Dr Carey 
had a final ‘message of refresh- 
ment’. “Keep your eyes fixed on 
Him and His love; stay Christ- 
centred and prophetic; stay 
youthful and keep listening to 
God and His world.” 

( See also Young Door, page 15) 


Churches 
in radio 
bid 



A group of Christians from dif- 
ferent churches in High Wy- 
combe have taken the plunge in a 
big way. They have decided to 
mount a bid for the commercial 
radio franchise being advertised 
for the High Wycombe area. 
Radio WYE, broadcasting on 
1170AM, would reflect Chris- 
tian values, and provide a serv- 
ice for the whole community. 

To win the franchise they will 
need to convince the Radio Au- 
thority that they have a viable 
business plan, that they have the 
support of the community, and 
that they can provide a realistic 
financial bid. 

Marketing Director Mark Aus- 
tin believes they can win the fran- 
chise. The company has produced 
a convincing business plan, and 
the directors have wide experi- 
ence of running commercial or- 
ganisations. But they are appeal- 
ing for help from the churches 
for the set-up costs of the studio. 
They need to find £250,000 in 
loans or donations. Further de- 
tails are available from Mark 
Austin, WYE FM Ltd, 66 Max- 
well Road, Beaconsfield, Buck- 
inghamshire. Their bid needs to 
be with the radio authority by 
November. 


Helen House 

Helen House, the hospice for 
seriously ill children at All Saints 
Convent, Oxford, has just cele- 
brated its tenth birthday. There 
was a thanksgiving service at 
the Cathedral, lunch in the gar- 
den for the families of those who 
have come to Helen House over 
the years, and for staff past and 
present — and a ball in the con- 
vent. Saturday and Sunday No- 
vember 14 and 15 will be open 
days between 10am and 5pm. 
All welcome, but please ring 
0865 72825 1 if you plan to bring 
a large group. 


INSIDE THE DOOR 


Philip Morgan (pictured right) 
was on the losing side in the 
Church Times Cricket Cup 
Final which was won by Oxford. 
But he was named man of the 
match, and did once play for 
our Diocese... Read all about it 
on Page 3. 

Also, on Page 8, find out about 
the plans for reconciliation 
after that vital November vote 
on the ordination of women; 
and share the problems of some 
Christian farmers faced with a 
poor harvest and new EC 
regulations (Centre pages). 



A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting. 



And more. 

Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 


OXFORD: King Edward St 

(BETWEEN HIGH ST & ORIEL SQ) 
WOODSTOCK: On the A44 
CHELTENHAM: Regent Arcade 
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Towards humility in faith 


As a child, I was happy wan- 
dering around on the farm, 
alone except for the animals, 
and chatting freely with God. In 
adult life, this enjoyment of times 
apart from people has steadily 
assumed greater importance — 
to the point of yearning for soli- 
tude. 

Paradoxically, though, the life 
I have enjoyed as a 
journalist and a 
volunteer with 


Less than a year after the end of 
the war it was my good fortune to 
attend a World Student Christian 
Federation conference in Swit- 
zerland on the subject of religion 
and politics. It was a profound 
experience to meet with young 
people from both sides of the 
recent conflict and from different 
cultures, and many parts of the 


seemed to me that the Church 
was too inward-looking and too 
concerned with buildings, but 
my primary reason for leaving 
was that I faced up to the fact that 
I had been saying some things 
during church services that I just 
didn’t believe. I could no longer 
live with the dishonesty of af- 
firming what I questioned, or 
ducking the issue 
by keeping my 
mouth closed. 

During that 
time I tried to 
convince myself 
that I was not a 
Christian, but my 
intuitive faith 
stood up to the 
intellectual ham- 
mering. Good 
Friday remained 
a day I could not 
ignore. In the two 
years I spent trav- 
elling I met many 
sorts of people 
and, for the first 
time, saw real 
poverty. Not only 
did that broaden 
my understand- 
ing, it also gave 
me a chance to 
creep back into 
the Church, as 
unnoticed as 
when I had left! I 
received Com- 
munion once 
again in New 
Zealand, far from 
home. 

Gradually, I 
found I could say 
all the Creed with 
integrity, but my 
interpretation 
and understanding of parts of it 
had changed. I am sure God is 
very understanding, and I often 
think that Christ displayed a great 
sense of humour. One reason 
why I am happy within the An- 
glican Church is that it allows its 
members a breadth of compre- 
hension. 

My first exposure to people of 
other faiths was on that world 
trip, but more profound contacts 
have come recently. For exam- 
ple, on a grassy hill in the north 
of Pakistan, with some of the 
highest mountains on earth tow- 
ering above us, I sat with ex- 
tremely poor villagers who were 


Oxfam has been a 
very active one in 
contact with many 
people. Carlo Car- 
retto wrote: “The 
desert does not 
mean the absence 
of men, it means 
the presence of 
God”, and a wise 
friend at a monas- 
tery to which I like 
to slip away from 
time to time, once 
advised: “Look for 
the desert within”. 

My father’s love 
of the land and an- 
imals, and my 
mother’s caring for 
people influenced 
me greatly. Early 
in the 1914-18 war, 
mother and some 
of her friends dis- 
covered that troop 
trains were making 
short stops at Ban- 
bury station, and 
the troops still had 
no more than field 
dressings on their 
wounds. As volun- 
teer Red Cross 
nurses, they start- 
ed by providing 
cups of tea and words of com- 
fort, but this developed into a 
much greater service to the thou- 
sands of men who passed through 
the station or the Horton Hospi- 
tal. It was a wonderful example 
of living out Christ’s great com- 
mandment: “Love God and love 
your neighbour as yourself.” 

W hile at boarding school dur- 
ing the second world war, I 
thought a lot about freedom and 
justice and, pursuing this fur- 
ther, at Reading University I end- 
ed up being a president of the 
Student Christian Movement and 
chairman of the Liberals there. 


Cjod 


intfieCife of... 

Mary Cherry 


Mary Cherry is an agricultural writer and broadcast- 
er. She is also chairman of Oxfam, which has its 50th 
anniversary on October 5. She was born at Barford St 
Michael, near Banbury, where her father was a tenant 
farmer. After taking a degree in agriculture at Reading 
University she was a grassland research worker before 
winning a scholarship to train as an agricultural 
journalist. She eventually became a technical editor of 
the Farmer and Stockbreeder , but resigned to travel 
round the world and become a self-employed writer, 
broadcaster and photographer with a special interest in 
agriculture in developing countries. She has visited 
over sixty countries. Though semi-retired from 
journalistic work, she continues to be a narrator of and 
contributor to the BBC World Service ‘Farming 
World’ programme. She is the former chairman and 
president of the Guild of Agricultural Journalists, and 
was elected a fellow in 1986. She is a member of the 
Third Order of the Society of St Francis, a religious 
order within the Anglican Church. 


world. We solved all the world ‘s 
problems in just 10 days! 

My first real travels were through- 
out Scandinavia after doing a 
short-term post-graduate research 
job in Denmark. Then back to 
grassland research in the UK be- 
fore a dramatic career change in 
journalism. Eighteen years later 
came another significant change 
to freelancing, in order to spend 
almost two years working around 
the world at a rather later age than 
most people do that sort of thing. 

Some three years earlier, I had 
made a deliberate but painful de- 
cision to stop attending church. It 




benefiting from the Aga Khan 
Rural Suport Programme, part- 
funded by Oxfam. One of them 
read from the Koran and then 
turned to me and said: “We wor- 
ship the One God”. I had no 
difficulty in say “Yes, we do”. I 
greatly respect people of integri- 
ty of other faiths. In essence, 
there is so much that many have 
in common. 

Fundamental to my thinking 
about life is a firm belief that 
everyone is bom to fulfil a pur- 
pose. For many, it may be some- 
thing which to us (though not to 
God) seems trivial. We may not 
ever know what that purpose is 
for ourselves. We can only pray 
to God that we will not fail in.it, 
and be open all the time to what', 
we are being asked to do, wheth- 
er it is visiting someone when 
we don’t feel like it, or taking on 
a responsibility like chairing the 
tmstees of Oxfam. 

Oxfam ’s first chairman, fifty 
years ago, was the Revd (later 
Canon) Dick Milford, then Vic- 
ar of the University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin. Most of the 
small group of people who 


formed what was then called the 
Oxford Committee for Famine 
Relief (because they were 
shocked that civilians were starv- 
ing to death in Greece) were 
Christians, several of them Quak- 
ers. Today, Oxfam people are of 
many creeds, nationalities and 
cultures, but all committed to 
supporting our fellow human 
beings who are suffering from 
poverty, conflict and famine. 

If people ask me how I can 
believe in God when there is so 
much suffering in the world, I 
have to admit how little we can 
comprehend within the limits of 
human knowledge and intellect. 
But there is so much good in the 
world, even — perhaps particu- 
larly — along with suffering. 
After all, at the centre of Chris- 
tian belief is the Cross. 

IVIuch of the suffering in the 
world is caused by people, and 
cannot be blamed on God. We 
cannot accuse and stand aside 
and think we are exempt from 
blame; we should all try to di- 
minish suffering by whatever 
means is within our power. 

Among the Saints, Francis of 
Assisi stands out as one who 


truly identified with the poor. 
Fifteen years ago by chance I 
picked up a qppy of Elizabeth 
Goudge’s life of Francis, and 
when I came to the chapter about 
how the Franciscan Third Order 
started, it struck me between the 
eyes. I saw that, unknowingly, it 
was what I had been travelling 
towards. 

Francis was a rich young man 
who renounced all that he had 
when he was called to work for 
the poor as a mendicant friar. 
Many men quickly followed him, 
and then Clare and the sisters. 
Thus the First and Second Or- 
ders came into being. Subse- 
quently, Francis founded the 
Third Order for people who felt 
called to follow his example, but 
not to leave families and jobs. 

When I learned of the Third 
Order of the Society of St Fran- 
cis within the Anglican Church, 
I found the complete integration 
of prayer and action and the 
emphais which is laid on obey- 
ing one’s own conscience tre- 
mendously attractive. I was 
amazed by my calling, but it 
brought great joy. Members of 
the Order — men and women, 
married and single, priests and 
lay — each have a personal Rule 
because we live in differing cir- 
cumstances and are engaged in 
many kinds of work. Our vow is 
a simple one of dedication to 
making Christ known and loved. 

The popular view of Francis is 
that he loved animals and birds. 
The tough reality is that he also 
took upon himself the suffering 
of the poor and the lepers, the 
outcasts of his day. He sang and 
danced, but his sustenance came 
from long hours of solitary prayer 
and meditation, and a deep love 
of Our Lord. When he discov- 
ered the reality of the Crusades 
he was deeply distressed. 

His faith and childlike confi- 
dence carried him and a fright- 
ened companion through the 
lines of the opposing forces to 
mediate with the Sultan. In the 
modem day language of organi- 
sations such as Oxfam, he saw 
the value of advocacy as a way 
of reducing suffering. He com- 
bined the confidence of faith 
with true humility. What an 
example to try to follow! 



JOHN BURT DHP, Ml AH 

Help with anxiety, confidence, depression, phobias, 
personal problems, stress, smoking, 
weight problems etc. 

A sympathetic and totally confidential service. 

For appointment, FREE consultation or 
brochure telephone: 

0734 770800 
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approved contractor Electrical Contractors 

Tel: Witney (0993) 778955 & 772144 
Fax: (0993) 776774 

INCORPORATING # 

STANDFAST 
SECURITY 
SYSTEMS 
(WITNEY) 

Tel: (0993) 773699 

Diocesan Approved 



DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND 
CONCELEBRATION SIZES 
WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL ALSO 
GLUTEN-FREE and SEALED-EDGE 
WAFERS 

Price lists and details on request from: 

F A DUMONT LTD., High Street, Lyminge, 
Folkestone, Kent CT 18 8EL Tel (0303) 863193 
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I OXFORD RAILINGS l 

SPECIALIST CASTING AND 
PATTERN MAKING 
il I „ 1 » ti 




CAST IRON RAILINGS 

LL 7 LITTLE CLARENDON STREET, OXFORD OX1 2HP 

rl A — TELf OXFORD «MK5) 54196 FAX (0865) 5.W3 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single unfurnished one-bedroom 

FLATS 

in North Oxford for retired persons 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

24-HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
TWO MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 
All enquiries to: 

The Administrator 
Wyndham House 
Plantation Road 
Oxford-OX2 6JJ 
Telephone: Oxford 5 1 1239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 
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Theology in today’s world 


Theological education, reflection and educa- 
tion are essential ingredients in all human 
development, and not just a theoretical tool for 
the professionally religious, said Canon Vin- 
cent Strudick, Director of the Oxford Dioce- 
san Institute for Theological Education and 
Training. He was speaking in an inaugural 
lecture at W.K. Kellogg House on September 
11 to mark the introduction of an expanded 
theology curriculum in the University of Ox- 
ford’s Department for Continuing Education. 

Although the Department has offered one- 
off seminars and lectures, until now there has 


been no sustained theological programme. 
Now new ground in theological education is 
being broken, says Canon Strudwick. 

“Militant atheism is as much a driving 
force in today’s society as fundamentalist 
religion, and the assumptions and prejudic- 
es resulting from the awakening of these 
religious convictions demands a change in 
the way theology is taught. A department of 
continuing education which draws its stu- 
dents from a variety of commitments and 
none, offers a different environment to that 
of churches and theological colleges, for the 


study of theology to develop, in a new spirit of 
freedom”, he says. 

The development of the new curriculum is 
largely the result of Canon Strudwick’s 
commitment to a fresh understanding of the 
role of theology, and was made possible by 
the expansion of the Department of Continuing 
Education following a benefaction from 
W.K.Kellogg and the opening of a new 
building in North Oxford. More about the 
new theology programme from Canon 
Strudwick on 0865 244566 or Brill (0844) 
237748. Copies of his lecture are also available. 


Christmas 
is coming! 


The second Christmas advertis- 
ing campaign designed special- 
ly for churches during the Dec- 
ade of Evangelism is under way. 
Clergy throughout the Diocese 
were sent copies of the poster 
artwork and order forms. Church- 
es and congregations have been 
asked to return an order for ma- 
terial by October 12. 

This y ear ’ s campaign has again 
been created by the Watlington 
Agency, Genesis RMS. John 
Hollens, managing director, is 
himself a Christian and has gen- 
erously given his time and re- 
sources. His flair and creativity 
last year with the ‘Wrap up your 
Kids’ campaign was recognised 
throughout the country, and as a 
result this year’s campaign is 
being taken up by a number of 
other Anglican dioceses and 
denominational regions. 

The campaign will be publicly 
launched on December 9, to run 
for two weeks before Christmas. 
“It is aimed at those who are not 
church members, and this year’s 
campaign is broader, but equally 
as challenging as last year’s, said 
the Revd Richard Thomas, the 
Diocesan Communications Of- 
ficer. “Much of the encourage- 
ment for the campaign has come 
from a member of Trinity 
Church, Lower Earley. Francis 
Goodwin, an advertising con- 
sultant, has given much time 
behind the scenes, bringing his 
professional skills to this aspect 
of our work for the Decade”. 

The Christmas festival is cho- 
sen, he says, because it is the one 
time of the year when most peo- 
ple in this country have some 
understanding of the Christian 
story, and are possibly nearest to 


the heart of the Gospel. It is, 
therefore, a trememdous oppor- 
tunity for the Churches to reach 
people with their message. 

“All an advertising campaign 
can hope to do is to encourage 
those who don’t usually come to 
church to cross the church door. 
The real work rests with local 
churches and individuals who, 
as John Hollens says, must be 
prepared to welcome visitors and 
encourage them to come again,” 
Richard Thomas said. 

The campaign this year will 
consist of posters, car stickers, 
radio advertisements, artwork 
for churches, and J. John’s Lion 
Pocketbook What's the point of 
Christmas . There may also be 
some large poster sites in major 
towns across England. To date, 
the campaign is being run in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Oxfordshire, Sussex, Lichfield, 
Birmingham, Nottinghamshire, 
Cheshire and the Wirral and 
Hampshire, with others joining 
as we go to press. 


Political points 

Church members from the Dio- 
cese of Oxford are holding an 
informal meeting at the House of 
Lords on November 4 to consider 
how Christians can bring a spe- 
cifically Christian viewpoint to 
bear on the political agenda and 
political values. The convenor is 
Lord Judd of Portsea, chairman 
of the Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility. He sees it as an 
opportunity for a non-partisan 
brainstorming session involving 
politicans and members of all 
political parties including, it is 
hoped, some local MPs. 


Four in a row 



Once again, the Oxford Diocesan Clergy Cricket team has won the 
Church Times Cricket Cup — the first time in the 41-year history 
of the competition that the cup has been won by the same team four 
years running. 

The match between Oxford and Salisbury took place at South- 
gate Cricket Club, London on September 3. Oxford’s captain, the 
Revd John Sam ways of St Aldate’s, elected to bat after winning the 
toss. A steady performance from the Oxford batsmen (Graham 
Tomlin 29, Brian Mountford, 26, and Ian Watson, 24) resulted in 
a score of 161, despite an excellent bowling spell of 4 for 23 from 
former Oxford player and man of the match, Philip Morgan 
(pictured on our front page by Richard Watt who also took the 
picture, above, of Oxford’s Ian Watson). 

Although rain interrupted play, fine bowling from Nick Fenne- 
more with 3 for 16 and Ian Bentley 4 for 13, restricted the 
Salisbury reply to 65. 

Anyone who would like to join the Oxford Clergy team for their 
dinner at St Hilda’s College, Oxford on Thursday October 15 is 
invited to contact either John Samways on Oxford 243434 or 
Brian Mountford on Oxford 59676. The guest speaker will be Bill 
Frindall of Test Match Special fame. The team are still seeking 
sponsors to help with their basic expenses. Come on all you cricket 
lovers! 


Sad farewell to cyclist Nicholas 


Nicholas Perkins, a lively 12-year- 
old from Long Wittenham, loved 
cycling. He was proud of his moun- 
tain bike and was looking forward 
to taking part in this year’s Ox- 
fordshire Historic Churches 
Trust’s Sponsored Cycle Ride, 
On September 12, like hundreds 
of other cyclists all over the Dio- 
cese, Nicholas set off with his par- 
ents, Dinah and Barry, his elder 
brother, Timothy and a friend 
However, as the family were cross- 
ing the A415 near Culham bridge, 
and Nicholas was wheeling his 
bike, he was knocked down by a 
car. He was taken to the John Rad- 
cliffe Hospital, Oxford, where he 
died the following day. Both his 
kidneys were used in successful 


transplant operations. 

The family are active mem- 
bers of St Mary ’s Church, Long 
Wittenham where the funeral 
took place on September 18. It 
was attended by George Rus- 
sell, Oxfordshire County Or- 
ganiser of the Cycle Ride and 
Richard Lethbridge, Secretary 
of the Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust. 

“All of us in the Trust are 
terribly distressed that such a 
tragic accident should have hap- 
pened on our bike ride. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
Nicholas’s family. As far as we 
know this is the first time there 
has been a serious accident dur- 
ing the bike ride in its seven 


years’ history in Oxfordshire,” 
said Richard Lethbridge. 

Amongst the huge congrega- 
tion at the funeral were pupils 
from St Birinus School, in Did- 
cot which Nicholas attended. 

Some of their memories of 
him were read out and so too 
was ‘Me’, an essay that Nicho- 
las himself wrote just before his 
death. Dinah and Barry Perkins 
have kindly given permission 
for us to reproduce Nicholas’s 
words here as a thanksgiving for 
his life: 

My name is Nick Perkins . I am 
12 1 / 2 years old and I live inLong 
Wittenham near the River 
Thames and the Pendon 


Museum. The name of my house is 
Brook House , named after the 
people who lived here before us 
and my dad ' s old job. His business 
was called Brookwood Training. 

It's great fun down by the river. 
That's why my favourite hobby is 
cycling on my mountain bike with 
18 gears! 

I also enjoy playing golf 
football, snooker and playing om 
my Gameboy. I am a member of 
Abingdon Swimming Club comp 
squad and the sea scouts at Clifton 
Hampden. 

My only brother is called Tim 
(he is nearly 14). My mum is Dinah 
and she is a nurse manager, my 
dad Barry is a training man and 
my rabbit is called Flopsy. 


Ringing in 
celebration 


IN BRIEF 


The Cross and Stable Church in Downs Bam, Milton Keynes, is to 
have a ring of bells thanks to the support of the Diocesan Guild of 
Bellringers — probably the only church in the Diocese with a 
permanent reminder of the Diocese’s 450th birthday. 

The church was dedicated in 1987 and sufficient funds were raised 

to buy six bells but not to hang 
them. They have been in stor- 
age ever since, but now the Di- 
ocesan Guild of Bellringers has 
supported the installation to 
mark the anniversary. This sup- 
port will include technical ad- 
vice, assistance with the work 
and co-ordination of publicity 
and fund-raising. 

The project was launched at 
the Guild’s AGM in May. The 
cost is around £30,000, which 
may be reduced if materials and 
equipment is donated, and it is 
hoped that the bells will be ready 
for ringing in mid- 1993. 

The Guild also marked the an- 
niversary with a month of spe- 
cial peals and quarter peals, be- 
ginning at the Guild Festival in 
Oxford on July 1 1 with a quarter 
peal of Cambridge Surprise 
Maximus rung on the Cathedral 
bells. In following weeks, a to- 
tal of 16 peals and 141 quarter 
peals were rung in 140 towers. 
One was a composition by 
Charles Botting consisting of 
two peals of 5450 changes of 
Stedman Cinques at St Laurence 
Reading, and High Wycombe. 
Another memorable perform- 
ance were the quarters of Bob 
Minimus at Salford and Tower- 
sey, in which the local band 
achieved firsts quarter peals on 
their own bells. 

If anyone would like to support 
the Downs Barn Bells Project 
they should contact the Guild's 
Treasurer , B.J.Gatward , 

Grangewoord, Mill Lane, Cal- 
cot, Reading, RG3 5RS. 


# Prisoners Week (November 
15 - 21) is a national week when 
Christians are called to focus 
their thoughts and prayers on our 
prisons and the work of prison 
chaplains The theme this year is 
‘Out of Sight..Out of Mind’ . 

# There will be a mass at St 
Thomas’ Church, Becket Street, 
Oxford on October 4 to celebrate 
the Diocese’s 450th anniversary 
. It is being organised by the 
Oxford Church Union and will 
be followed by a lunch at Worces- 
ter College and a lecture on Bish- 
op Robert King, the first Bishop 
of Oxford, by Dr Glyn Redworth. 

# The Bible Society’s new Bi- 
ble Sunday pack is designed for 
use not just on Bible Sunday, 
December 6, but on any day of 
the year. The material is suitable 
for home and youth groups as 
well as in church and can be 
photocopied. It includes sugges- 
tions for worship, drama and 
children’s activities . Get it from 
Mike Dilly, Bible Society, Stone- 
hill Green, Swindon, SN5 7DG. 

# The Templeton Oxford Lec- 
tures for 1982 presented by 
Christians in Science will dis- 
cuss ‘The search for God: Can 
Science help?’ The lecturer is 
Sir John Houghton, a former 
Director-General of the Meteor- 
ological Office. The lectures will 
be held on November 5, 12, 19 
and 26 at Rewley House, Wel- 
lington Square Oxford. Admis- 
sion is free and subjects include 
‘Chaos and order: a God free 
enough’ and ‘What happens 
when we pray: a God close 
enough?’ Each lecture will be 
chaired by a distinguished scien- 
tist, followed by a discussion 
with audience participation. 


Here there's Life 

Last time we mentioned that the 
Oxford Life Group had acquired 
new premises but failed to give 
the address. It is 130 High Street, 
Oxford. Telephone: 0865 
202435. 



For independent and impartial advice on how to invest wisely, including 


Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Early Retirement/Career Changes 
Business Advice 
Mortgages 


If you would like an informal chat or advice, contact: 
Mark Roach (0608) 644575 



Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 


(^^/uest financial services. 
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Outreach to Brazil 



Above: outside one of the new homes. Below: the alternative, shacks in an urban shanty town 



Lighting up One World 


On October 12, 1492, Christo- 
pher Columbus landed in the 
Americas — by mistake! He 
did not discover America — it 
was there already. He was look- 
ing for India, so that ever since 
the native people of America 
have been called ‘Indians’ , 
which they aren’t. He landed 
in what he called Hispaniola 
(Little Spain) after his adopted 
country. 

At 0001 on October 12, 1992, 
to celebrate these mistakes, the 
Pope will switch on a lighthouse 
in San Doningo, capital of the 
Dominican Republic, which now 
shares the island of Hispaniola 
with Haiti. The lighthouse will 
project a a crucifix of light into 
the sky. 

The lighthouse, 800 feet long 
and 150 feet wide, cost £125 
million. The average income of 
the people of the Dominican Re- 
public is less than £10 a week 
each. The country owes £2.25 
billion. To clear space «for the 
lighthouse to be built, 150,000 
were evicted from their shanty 
homes. Local Jesuits led a cam- 
paign for them to be rehoused. 
As a result, homes have been 
found by the government for half 
of them — those it deemed “so- 



cially and culturally fit” . A wall 
has been built around the light- 
house to keep out the poor chil- 
dren, and to stop rich tourists 
seeing the conditions in the ‘bar- 
rios’ where their brothers and 
sisters live. It’s called el muro de 
la verguenza — the wall of shame. 

There were up to eight million 
native ‘ Indians’ on Hispaniola 
in 1492. By 1600 there were none 
left. In 1493 Columbus returned, 
plus 1500 empire-builders to- 
gether with their diseases and 
horses, cows, pigs, wheat, barley 
and sugar cane. Sugar cane start- 
ed the assault on the tropical rain 
forests to make space for planta- 
tions. Plantations needed labour 
which the ‘ Indians ’ provided until 
European diseases, smallpox, 
measles and the common cold 
wiped them out. Boys from East 
Africa were taken to Madagas- 
car to be fattened up for the jour- 
ney. 

In return, the Americas gave 
maize, tobacco, quinine, the po- 


tato and much else to the rest of 
the world. 

These are examples of Trad- 
ing Places — Linking Lives, 

the theme of this year’ s One 
World Week, October 18 - 25. 

Where do we come in? Not 
with guilt or shame for the mis- 
takes which have misshapen 
God’s world. Those mistakes 
were made because people like 
us failed to give proper value to 
other human beings and to the 
rest of God’s creatures. Those 
that we do not fully value we feel 
free to exploit. We come in with 
our determination that such mis- 
takes are not repeated, and in the 
choices we make as consumers 
and savers. If I value money more 
than people, I will buy the cheap- 
est and look for the highest inter- 
est. If people are worth more 
than money, I will ask questions 
before I buy or invest. The Glo- 
bal Consumer by Phil Wells and 
Mandy letter (Gollancz, £5. 99) 
has some of the answers. 

A lighthouse is needed to show 
us crucufixions on earth, not in 
the sky. 

Christopher Hall 
Canon Christopher Hall is 
Convenor of Christian Concern 
for One World. 


Money from the Bishops’ Outreach Fund in the 
Oxford Diocese has gone towards building hous- 
es for 33 landless families at Alto da Cruz in the 
Diocese of Pelotas in Brasil (see photos, left). The 
housing project, known as ‘The Coppice at the 
top of the Cross’ provides not only homes, land 
and a water supply but also community centre, 
health care, worship and political organisations 
for 192 people who might otherwise have been 
obliged to live in urban shanty towns. A card of 
thanks from some of the families involved reads: 
“With affection, the greetings of our families of 


‘settled people’.” The Outreach Fund has contrib- 
uted almost £9000 to the project, while the Diocese 
of St Andrews in Scotland has given a further £3500. 
The proposal to support the project came from the 
Bishop of Oxford after his visit to Brazil last year. 
The Outreach Fund is financed from collections 
made at Confirmations and some installation serv- 
ices, and is distributed at the discretion of the 
Bishops. Some £1000 has recently been given to help 
Lentils for Dubrovnik, an Oxfordshire-based project 
which has sentl6 loads of relief supplies to the 
Dubrovnik Area (See September DOOR). 



ETHICAL INVESTMENTS 

Profit with a conscience 


For FREE impartial advice on ethical pensions, mortgages, 
savings, life assurance, contact John Fleetwood 
• A Director of the World Development Movement • Traidcraft 
representative • Independent Financial Advisor with: 

KINGSW00D CONSULTANTS 

Founding member of the UK Social Investments Forum 

68 Sheep Street, Bicester, Oxon OX6 7LD 
Telephone: Bicester (0869) 252545 

I would like more details on ethical investments □ Pensions □ Mortages □ 

Amount available for investment £ pa/pm/lump sum 

Name :. Tel 

Address 

t Occupation 


ST LUKESTIDE HEALTH APPEAL 


It’s one of the 
oldest known 
diseases 

■ 

It’s spreading 
faster than AIDS 

■ 

This year it will kill 
2.300,000 people 

■ 

Almost half will 
be children in 
sub-Saharan Africa 

ITS 

CALLED 

m n fn tun 

AND WE 
NEED YOUR 
HELP TO 
FIGHT IT! 



Todoy million* of people in more then 'Prevention is better then cure' end ell 

one hundred countries ere et risk from hospitels end clinics supported by 

melerie. Of the two end e half million who USPG run community heelth care 
die eech yeer almost hall are children programmes Health education plays 
under the age of five. Malaria tops the a vital pert in the fight against 
league table of tropical diseases ! malaria 

MALARIA PREVENTION COSTS MONEY: 

■ £5 provides emergency treatmentfor 50 people; 

■ £10 covers the cost of one impregnated sleeping net ; 

■ £25 funds a primary health care worker for one week 

Please help us this St Lukestide (October 181 to help 

B others stamp out this present day plague 

Free leaflets and fundraising packs 

(including material suitable for children) are available from USPG 

Send to Distribution Department. Health Appeal. USPG 
Partnership House. 157 Waterloo Road. London SEl 8XA 
Telephone 071 928 8681 



USPG HEALTH APPEAL r 

l/Wa wish to make a personal/parish donation of L 
towards the 1992 Health Appeal 
NAME: (Plus* print I 
ADDRESS: 


> 6-1 


PARISH 
; DIOCESE 
Pleaseiendma 
J 'Pit as# mak# all chaquts payabla to USPG 


DATE 

copies of the leaflet Please send me 


E 


INTERMEDIATE 

TECHNOLOGY 

Development Group 



Lasting solutions to long term development problems 

Founded 25 years ago by E.F. Schumacher, author of Stnall is 
Beautiful, I.T. works with communities in Africa, Asia and 
S. America - acting together for tomorrow’s world. 

For information on how you and your church can help, please 
contact Winifred Dalby, mentioning this advertisement. 

Intermediate Technology, Freepost (TD), Myson House, 
Railway Terrace, Rugby, CV21 3BR Tel: 0/88 560631 


FIONA 

PRESTON 


Soft Furnishings Specialist 

★ Blinds — Austrian, London, Roman, etc 
★ Curtains, pelmets, tie-backs 
★ Bed covers and canopies 
★ Cushion covers, etc 
Fast, reliable friendly and professional service. 
Free estimates day or evening 

Please tel. (0491) 680508 



I NEED HELP! 


THIRTY YEARS AGO, The Slavic and Oriental Mission (as we were then called) widely used this young 
Korean lad’s photograph together with the ‘I Need Help!’ slogan to raise funds for our "New Hope’ Boys’ Home 
in Seoul, South Korea. 

That orphanage was dedicated to accepting unruly boys (who had been rejected by other Homes) and loving them 
‘into the Kingdom’! Over the years many hundreds of those unwanted boys have found the saviour and have left 
to become useful members of Korean Society ... many of them are now Pastors and ‘full-time’ Christian Leaders. 
In fact, several of our present ‘New Hope’ house-parents were formerly residents themselves! 

TODAY, the situation (and need) in Korea may not be exactly the same ... but the *New Hope’ Home continues to 
meet the needs of those youngsters who still require a loving home - and it certainly needs our prayerful support! 

Urgent crises have arisen in other areas from time to time, and so more, similar, long-term orphan-care projects 
have come into existence, and are maintained by WORLD OUTREACH workers ... in Chechon (Korea), Solo 
(Java) and Cairo (Egypt). 

Although we are not basically a ‘relief organisation’, WORLD OUTREACH recognises that the Christian Gospel 
is for the whole person (spirit, soul and body); and that we simply cannot separate spiritual needs from natural 
requirements. Therefore, in addition to our orphanages, WORLD OUTREACH expresses this dual missionary 
outreach through its Aid Ministries to our suffering world - for example, m: MOZAMBIQUE (starving 
refugees); INDIA (flood victims and village clinics); PHILIPPINES (street boys); THAILAND (slum-dwellers 
and AIDS victims); AUSTRALIA (Aborigines and Asian immigrants); JAPAN (street people); KENYA 
(starving and underprivileged children); 

... We also realise the urgent need for ... but there is no space to provide fuller details here! 

So, for more information about our various current projects involving Children’s and Schools’ Outreaches; 

Church Planting and Growth; Bible Schools and Training; Pastors’ Conferences and Seminars; Literature and 
Printing Projects; Leadership Studies and Correspondence Courses; Evangelism and 
Crusades; write to Dorchester Office, today! 

SO MANY PEOPLE NEED HELP 

AND WE NEED YOUR HELP 
TO HELP THEM! 



WORLD OUTREACH "■ Why not find our more about WORLD OUTREACH work in 30 overseas countries? 


fundraising packs j 


(Rsgisttrsd Charity No 23451 8) J 


1 28, Trinity Street, 

DORCHESTER, Dorset DTI 1EH 

Restored Charity No. 2S8378 



Send, today, for your FREE copy of our new brochure, The World of World Outreach 
and a sample copy of our bi-monthly Missionary Magazine, The EVIDENCE. 

You’ll be encouraged and challenged! 
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Our men in the South 



Thame g oes to Ne pal 


Two young clergymen from the 
Oxford Diocese are shortly to 
begin preparation for service 
overseas, through the United So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the 
Gospel. The Revd James Gar- 
dom (Assistant Curate at St 
Mary’s Witney since June 1990) 
will be going with his wife Ju- 
dith and two children (Clare 4 
and Joseph 1) to Zimbabwe, 
where James will be Dean of 
Studies at the National Anglican 
Theological College of Zimba- 
bwe, based in Harare. The Col- 
lege is small, has a full-time staff 
of two, and is important in rais- 
ing the general clergy education 


One World Prayer 


Lord Jesus Christ, at 
times we are like 
strangers upon this 
earth, disconcerted by 
all the violence and 
harsh oppositions. 
Like a gentle breeze 
you breathe on us the 
Spirit of Peace. 
Transfigure the desert 
of our doubts, and so 
prepare us to be 
bearers of 

reconciiiationwherever 
you place us, until the 
hope of peace arises in 
our community. 


levels in Zimbabwe. It is hoped 
that there may be links with 
Harare University for either 
James or for Judith, who is also 
well-qualified in theology. 

The Revd Ian Hutchinson, pic- 
tured above (right) with James, 
and his wife Rafaella will be 

Joint venture 

going to the Barquisimeto in 
Venezuela, where they will both 
work to build the present small 
Anglican congregation there. 
They will also be involved in 
social work projects on behalf of 
the Diocese of Venezuela, which 
is moving from a Church relat- 


ing to ex-patriate Anglicans 
(mostly West Indian and North 
American) to a locally-based 
Hispanic church. Ian who has 
family links with South America 
is bi-lingual in Spanish and Eng- 
lish, and has been the Assistant 
Curate at St Mary the Virgin, 
Iffley, Oxford, since 1989. 

Both families have just begun 
their preparation at USPG ’s Col- 
lege of the Ascension at Selly 
Oak in Birmingham, and will be 
leaving Britain early in 1993. 
But they have promised to re- 
main in touch with The DOOR 
and we hope to be able to report 
regularly on their progress. 


Nepal is familiar to most of us as 
the stunning backdrop to climb- 
ing expeditions and trekking 
holidays in the Himalayas. Yet 
it is one of the poorest nations on 
earth. A Nepali’s average annu- 
al income is only £112 and, al- 
though 90 per cent of the popu- 
lation works on the land, they 
cannot produce enough rice to 
feed the country’s 19 million 
people. 

St Mary’s Church in Thame 
has several links with the coun- 
try. The church supports Tear 
Fund, a charity which in the past 
year has allocated more than 


St Peter’s Church, Chalvey, in 
Slough, may well be unique in 
having a Church Council mem- 
bership drawn from four conti- 
nents. Of the two Church War- 
dens, one was bom in Anguilla 
and the other in Nigeria, while 
the Electoral Roll Officer hails 
from a small town near Delhi. 
Among the remaining members 
of the Council there are people 
from Antigua, Anguilla (again!) 
and Jamaica and from Wales, as 
well as from the Midlands and 
the North-West of England. One 
member is of Polish ancestry and 
another is married to a Trinidadi- 
an. There are even one or two 
who were born and bred in 
Slough! 

It all reflects the diversity of a 
congregation where you may as 
easily find yourself sitting next to 
an Australian or an Iraqi as to a 
genuine Chalvey ‘Stabmonk’, 
where the regular worshippers 


£330,000 for Christian develop- 
ment projects and personnel in 
Nepal; and two members of the 
church congregation are spend- 
ing three years helping to run a 
hospital near Kathmandu. 

Instead of a normal harvest fes- 
tival, St Mary’s devoted Sun- 
day, September 27 to a pro- 
gramme of film, talks and wor- 
ship all focused on Nepal. This 
included a Harvest Celebration 
followed by a simple ‘Nepali 
Lunch’ of rice and lentils, and 
the Tear Fund video ‘A Time to 
Sow’ in which Nepali farmers 
and agriculturalists talk about 


include a Burmese woman and 
her German husband, and where 
it can be easier to list the Carib- 
bean states which are not repre- 
sented than to list those which 
are . So ‘the world Church’ is far 
from a vague idea in Chalvey. It 
is a living and life-enhancing re- 
ality, which the leaders of the 
congregation try to reflect in its 
worship and social life. 

This is shown not least in its 
involvement in world develop- 
ment issues. Christian Aid has 
always been strongly supported 
in Chalvey, where the people of 
St Peter’s co-operate closely with 
their almost equally diverse 
neighbours at Ledgers Road 
Methodist Church. 

Presiding over this multi-cul- 
tural experience is the Revd Tony 
Dickinson, who adds his own 
contribution to the richness of 
the mixture through strong per- 




the particular problems of farm- 
ing in densely populated, moun- 
tainous country. At the evening 
service, Dr Mangal Man Mahar- 
jan and Mr Tirtha B. Thapa, two 
members of the National Chris- 
tian Fellowship of Nepal, talked 
about how the Christian faith has 
grown in the last 30 years 
The Revd Dr Mahaijan is chair- 
man of the National Christian 
Fellowship of Nepal, and Mr 
Thapa its executive secretary. 
They were invited to Britain for 
three weeks by the Church Mis- 
sionary Society and visited vari- 
ous churches all over the coun- 
try, looking for insights into such 
areas as the structure of social 
and outreach projects within par- 
ishes, patterns of youth work, 
and the ministry of women. 


sonal ties with churches in France 
and Germany. These came in 
useful one Sunday earlier this 
year when the size of the congre- 
gation at the Sung Eucharist was 
greatly increased by the arrival 
of a party of forty French stu- 
dents from the small town of 
Requista, which lies a mile or so 
to the north of the River Tam, 
between the cities of Albi and 
Rodez. Plans for the service had 
to be hastily rearranged to allow 
for stage directions and a few 
words of welcome in French. 

The encounter was highly suc- 
cessful. Addresses were ex- 
changed and it is hoped that an- 
other party from Requista will be 
visiting Chalvey in 1993. There 
are no plans as yet to add a French 
representative to St Peter’s Church 
Council — not in the immediate 
future. Although after Maastricht 
who knows what will happen? 


Visitors from Zaire 

‘Les Jeunes’, twelve young people from the Boga-Zaire Diocese with 
Pastor Kaihigwa, and Judy Acheson, CMS Mission Partner, brought 
smiling faces, infectious joy and their traditionalal African music to 
a memorable evening in Marston hosted by the Mothers’ Union. The 
Oxford Diocesan Mothers’ Union is linked with the two Dioceses of 
Boga-Zaire amd Kisangani, and it was privileged to be included in 
the itinerary of this group on an interchange visit to Britain to 
encourage young people and give them a feeling of worth. 

Jikita and Marie were the only girls in the party, and demonstrated the 
need to encourage more young women in youth and Church work. A 
collection was given towards the setting up of a Girls’ Centre in 
Bunia. 

Through their vibrant singing and role-play shone an unshakeable 
belief in God who was central to every part of their lives. Despite 
Zaire’s political instability and high inflation which has brought great 
suffering and hardship, its Christians have great faith amd take all 
their anxieties to God. They need and deserve our prayerful support. 

Barbara Dunn, MU Overseas Chairman 


Pakistan speaks to Hook Norton 

A Pakistani theologian will be the preacher at a One World Week 
Service in the rural Benefice of Hook Norton with Great Rollright, 

Swerford and Wigginton in North Oxfordshire. He is Zafar Ismak, 
who works in theological education at the Open Theological Sem- 
inary in Lahore and who is at present doing further study at the 
London Bible College. 

The service at Great Rollright on October 25 at 10.15am is being 
planned by a small eumenical committee, while the music is being 
provided by a specially gathered music group. All will be welcome 
at the service, which will be followed by ploughman’s lunch and a 
collection for famine relief. 

Chalvey welcomes the world 


NOVEMBER DOOR 

• Spreading the Good News: a feature for Bible Sunday 

• Prisoners Week 

• More on the ordination of women to the priesthood issue 

• Close-up on Banbury’s new church 


BEDDGELERT 
FOREST 

Caaptlte aad Camping Ground 
Forest Enterprise, B e d dg stort 
Gwynedd LL55 4UU 
Tel: (076 686) 288 

AA UK Camp Site of the Year 1 988 

Camping is among the trees in a forest/woodland 
environment. Situated in the heart of Snowdonia 
National Park, 5 miles south-west of Snowdon - 
climbing, fishing. Easy access to North Wales 
beaches, Caernarfon Castle, Portmerion Italian-style 
village, Ffestiniog Railway. Facilities include flush 
toilets, hot and cold water, shower, phone coin boxes, 
shop and cafe, level pitches, electric hook-ups, fire 
precautions, resident warden. 

Open all year round. Reduced rates in Winter. 
Charges on applicaton from the Warden. No advance 
booking. 



FALKLANDS EXPERIENCE 

Following the highly successful FALKLANDS PILGRIMAGE 
in February this year, another holiday is being organised to 
THE FALKLANDS ISLANDS 
from 4 to 7 January 1993 with optional extra third week 
Meet the Islanders, and experience the wonderful Islands’ Wildlife 
Write for details to: Major R N SpafTord 
29 Queens Road, Weston-Super-Mare BS23 2LH or FAX 0934 622025 


INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 

• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses ou a Houss Study Basis — 



Dept D, 15 Hope St, Cl 


Notice 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 

Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


C HOLIDAYS FRANCE AND SPAIN A 

A A ALL YUR HOUND A A 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. 

Ferries - Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 

For details: 


V 


G. F. T reheme, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (6845) 8201*5.(24 Hour Answerphone) 


J 


peLUGRINAGGIO 

n Pilgrimage Tours and Holidays by Coach 

LOURDES 

AND 

SHRINES OF FRANCE 

8 day pilgrimage - 22nd October 

departing Crewe, Cheltenham , Central London and points en -route 





SHADES 

OF 

GLASS 


Craftsman Built Lead Light and Stained Glass Windows 
Specialists in Church repairs and replacement windows 


Call us lor free quotes on 
it Repair or Replacement to Lead Light 
it Repair or Replacement to Vandal Damage 
★ Repair or Replacement to Painted Details 
it Repair or Replacement to Stained Glass and Engraved Detail 
Reference available, work undertaken on many local Churches and 
Colleges 


Interest Free Terms Available 



OXFORD (0865) 340831 

12 Fane Drive, Berinsfield, Oxon 
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OLD BRIDWELL 


In the grounds 

of a 

regency mansion 


Luxury self-catering holiday cottages in 
the heart of the Devonshire countryside, 
individually stuled and colour co-ordi- 
nated. 

These cottages, forming a courtyard 
round the old pumphouse. Other elegant 
and spacious accommodation - set in 
the beautiful grounds of one of the 
largest privately owned country estates 
in the West country. Guests have full 
use of the owners private club. Wid- 
worth Count Sports and Leisure Club 
facilities including tennis court, squash 
court, heated outdoor swimming pool, 
poolside restaurant, indoor leisure spa, 
complex, comprising of swimming 
pool, jacuzzi, saunas, steam room, 
solarium and bars. Children and pets 
welcome.Enjoy the Difference. 



In addition to the individually styled and colour co-ordinated furnishings, each cottage 
offers the following amenities: 

Oven and Hob : Fridge : Freezer : Washer/Dryer : Filter coffee maker : Glassware 
Full table settings for 12 guests : Ample kitchen work-top an 6 cupboard space 
Colour television : Bed settee : Luxury bathrooms : Security system with monitor screen 
All pillows, continental quilts, blankets and throwover bedspreads are supplied 


We are able to recommend to you some of the 
finest local restaurants such as Galgani’s Italian 
restaurant and The Deer Park Hotel at Honiton or 
for home cooking, Rullands at Willand. 

For the more energetic guest, horse riding and golf 
are available locally and for the trout fisherman, 
Bridwell Park Estate has the fishing rights to 
approximately 1 mile of the River Culm. 

If you decide to use Old Bridwell as a base for a 
touring holiday then there are many areas of spe- 
cial interest such as Exmoor and Dartmoor 
National Parks, The Blackdown Hills (designated 
as an area of outstanding beauty) and Exeter with 
its impressive Cathedral. Lace making at Honiton, 
the picturesque market town of Tiverton, Taunton 
famous for cider or the beautiful gardens at 
Knightshayes which are considered one of the best 
examples of an English country garden. Cheddar 
Gorge, Wookey Hole and the clean beaches of 
Exmouth, Sidmouth, Budleigh Salterton, 
Branscombe, Seaton and Lyme Regis together with 
the North Devon coast are all within easy reach. 
Our resident manager can provide more detailed 
information on all these places and more. 




Please write 

) 

or telephone for our 
full colour brochure 


The Manager, The Estate Office 
Bridwell Park Estate, Uffculme, Devon EX15 3BU 


Tel: (0883) 744783 
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Introducing the Michaelmas ordinands 


From all walks of life 

Gardener, poet, artist, judge, school teacher, manager, tech- 
nician and chemist — all these are among the professions or 
personal skills of those who are being ordained this Michael- 
mas. 

Many were trained on the Oxford Ministry Course and will 
continue to be working in secular employment while fulfilling 
an ordained ministry in the parish, at work or as part of both. 
The common factor among the ordinands is the desire to put 
all their skills and their whole lives in the service of God, after 
the manner of St Michael and All the Angels, whose feast gives 
its name to this season’s ordination. 

Whether home grown on the OMC, or trained elsewhere and 
coming fresh to the Diocese, the emphasis will be on learning 
a co-operative ministry so that stipendiary or non-stipendi- 
ary, ordained or lay, we are learning together to be the whole 
ministry of God, celebrating the Gospel and proclaiming it in 
our lives and ministry. 

Vincent Strudwick 
Principal of the Oxford Ministry Course 
Let us remember in our prayers these men and women who will be 
ordained on Sunday , October 4 at Christ Church Cathedral by the 
Bishop of Oxford , or at St Peter ’s, Hook Norton by the Bishop of 
Dorchester. 



Christopher Clare 

Chris is married to Alison, and 
they have three children, 

Katherine (11) Nicholas (8) and 
Thomas (6). He has trained on the 
Oxford Ministry Course. He read 
physics at Sheffield University 
and then took his PGCE at 
Nottingham University. He is 
currently head of physics and 
science co-ordinator at Dr 
Challoner’s Grammar School in 
Amersham. He has been a member 
of St Leonard’s, Chesham Bois for 
nearly 20 years, where he has been 
a youth leader and is now to be a 
congregational leader of the 
Family Focus service. Chris 
enjoys mountain climbing and 
‘playing with computers’. 



Christopher Turner 

Christopher was bom in 
December 1929 to a family with 
deep roots in the academic and 
farming life. He was at Winches- 
ter and New College, taught 
classics at Radley College and 
Charterhouse, had a sabbatical 
term at Christ CJiurch and was 
then headmaster successively of 
Dean Close School and Stowe. He 
married his wife Lucia (nee 
Glanville) in 1961 when she was a 
Fellow and Tutor at LMH. Their 
eldest child Rosalie was married 
to Roly Riem (now Chaplain-elect 
of Nottingham University) but 
was killed in an accident in 1989. 
Matthew (28) is in publishing and 
Kate (25) is campaign secretary 
for the St Thomas’s Baby Fund. 


John Cooper 

John (47) is married to Jane and 
they have two sons, Daniel and 
Giles, aged 17 and 14 . Originally 
an aircraft engineer, he has spent 
the last 15 years as a manager in 
operations, customer-care and 
marketing. Most recently he has 
worked for Allergen Ltd in High 
Wycombe which specialises in 
eye-care products. He is looking 
forward to the opportunities as a 
Minister in secular employment. 
In his home parish of Burghfiled 
near Reading, where the family 
has lived for over 20 years, he 
will serve as Assistant Curate. His 
interests include vintage 
aeroplanes, wine making, 
gardening and gentle tennis. 



Ann Shukman 

Ann has been a deaconess since 
1984, serving the parishes of 
Tackley (where she lives) with 
Steeple Aston and North Aston. 
She trained on the West Midlands 
Course at Queen’s College, 
Birmingham, and learned much 
from the ecumenical spirit there. 
Ann spent last autumn in Moscow 
as representative of Keston 
College: Russian studies have 
been a life-long interest and she 
rejoices at the new era which is 
dawning there. Besides her parish 
work, Ann serves as pastoral tutor 
to Readers in training and as 
vocations adviser for the 
Woodstock, Bicester and Islip 
deaneries. She has three grown-up 
children and two little grandsons. 


Ian Thomas 

Ian grew up in Birmingham. He 
trained as a teacher in Bedford and 
has taught in lower and middle 
schools. He left teaching to work 
with elderly people, and now 
works in a county council 
residential home. He is married to 
Annette. Ian’s hobbies are 
watching cricket and rugby union 
football. He is also interested in 
conservation and environmental 
matters. Ian will work as a 
minister in secular employment 
and as Non-Stipendiary Curate at 
St Martin’s, Fenny Stratford. 



Dorothy Derrick 

Dorothy Derrick was bom in 
Luton, educated at St Albans High 
School and trained as a teacher at 
St Mary’s College, Cheltenham, 
where she became a Christian. She 
and John have been married for 27 
years, and have two adult sons, 
Robert and Philip. Her church 
work began at Sawston near 
Cambridge. She became a Reader 
in 1987. Now, after three years on 
the Oxford Ministry Course, she 
will begin her parish-focused 
ministry as a Deacon in Great 
Missenden. The family leisure 
activity is fell walking, especially 
in the Lakes and Derbyshire — a 
bit like the Christian life, toiling 
up hill to gain a wonderful view! 



Elizabeth Jackson 

Elizabeth was brought up in 
Yorkshire, where she trained as a 
teacher. She moved to Manchester 
where she graduated in theology. 
There she met Michael and they 
were married in 1967. They have 
two sons, Andrew (21) and Simon 
(19) and a daughter, Ruth (15). 
While Michael ministered in the 
United Reformed Church first in 
Winsford, Cheshire, then at Park, 
Reading, Elizabeth held a number 
of teaching posts, including three 
years as a lecturer in divinity at 
Crewe College of Higher 
Education. In 1986 she was 
appointed Chaplain’s Assistant in 
the Reading Hospitals, and will 
continue with the work after 
ordination. 


Pat Howard 

Pat is married to Bev, who is a 
freelance interior design 
consultant, and she helps with his 
secretarial work. They have two 
children: Lindsey (27) who is also 
an interior designer, recently 
married to an Australian and 
living in Sydney; and Andrew (23) 
who is on the staff of Diocesan 
Church House in Gloucester. Pat 
says she is looking forward very 
much to working in the parish of 
St James, Great Horwood, where 
she has worshipped for the last 24 
years. 



Nigel Sanders 

An Oxford chemistry graduate, 
Nigel’s career has been in 
management with Unilever and in 
management consultancy; first 
with PA Management Consultants 
and subsequently with his own 
company in the field of executive 
redundancy counselling, from 
which he retired in 1990. A long- 
time member of Saint Andrew and 
St Mary Magdalene, Maidenhead, 
he has been a churchwarden, lay 
chairman of the deanery, diocesan 
synod member and a Reader since 
1975. Married to Elizabeth, he has 
two sons, one of whom is a curate 
in Luton. Nigel says he has no 
serious hobbies, but he enjoys 
photography. 



Christopher Lea 

Christopher belongs to the 
Mortimer Group of parishes, and is 
married to Susan. They have three 
children. Educated at Charterhouse 
and the Royal Military College, 
Sandhurst, he served in the 
Lancashire Fusiliers and the 
Parachute Regiment. Christopher 
was called to the Bar, and practised 
in London and on the Oxford 
Circuit, and was appointed a 
Deputy Chairman of Berkshire 
Quarter Sessions. He became a 
Metropolitan Stipendiary 
Magistrate, finally becoming a 
circuit judge, spending five years 
as Senior County Court Judge in 
Berkshire. He has sat as a legal 
member of the Mental Health 
review Tribunal in the Oxford area. 


Bom in Bromley, Kent, Tim went 
to Exeter University where he 
studied French and Italian and 
then returned to London to train as 
a teacher. Hetaught languages in a 
boys’ school in Fulham. Cam- 
bridge, where he has been at 
Ridley for the past three years, is 
the furthest north he has ever 
lived! He enjoys cricket, tennis 
and golf. Whilst at Exeter 
University he met Ros who went 
on to work as secretary to an MP 
before training as a primary school 
teacher. They have a son, Toby. 



David Addley 


David was brought up in Folkstone. 
He moved to Cheltenham to train 
as a teacher and there met and 
married Elizabeth. They have two 
sons and one daughter. Most of his 
teaching career has been with 
young people with special needs - 
either those in residential care, in 
prison or on YTS Trainee Courses. 
Since leaving teaching in 1989 he 
works mainly as a self-employed 
administrator, and looks after 
Community Transport in the 
Banbury area. David is a Reader 
and moved into the Oxford Diocese 
in 1978 to be organist at All Saints, 
Mollington. He looks forward to 
new responsibilities in the parishes 
of Claydon and Mollington. 


Michael has lived in Mortimer for 22 
years. He is married to Elizabeth. 
They have two children, Nicola 
(25) and David (23). Michael is a 
qualified youth worker and was 
employed part-time by the West 
Berkshire Youth and Community 
Service. He has been a Reader for 
the past three years, and is looking 
forward to his new ministry in 
Mortimer, Mortimer West End 
and Padworth, which he will 
combine with his own electrical 
contracting business which is 
parish-based. 


Janet, who trained as a teacher, 
has been a very active Reader for 
14 years at St Mary’s Bletchely. It 
is here that she is now looking 
forward to serving as NSM 
deacon. She is a long-serving 
governor of a local middle school, 
and very much values the 
contribution she can make to the 
community in this kind of way. 
Involvement in ecumenical affairs 
will continue to be important to 
Janet in her ministry. 

She is a gardener and dressmaker 
and, with her husband Tony, 
enjoys the theatre and walking. 
Tony and their sons, Andrew and 
Tim, are all engineers of various 
sorts . 
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REMEMBRANCE 
BOOKS 

GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 

Somerset Ward Memorial Lecture 

"Making Whole: Reginald Somerset 
Ward and a spirituality for today. 
Contemporary lessons 

FORM A PAST MASTER." 

To mark Ihe 30th anniversary of the death 
of the Rev. Dr. Reginald Somerset Ward a 
Memorial Lecture will be given on 
Saturday October 3rd by Canon John 
Townroe, MA. formerly of St. Boniface 
College, Warminster. 

PROGRAMME 

12 noon Lecture in the Cathedral - open 
to all, tickets not required. 

1.00pm Buffet Lunch in the Cathedral 
Refectory - tickets, prioe £6.50, must be 
obtained in advance from the Cathedral 
Office, Stag Hill, Guildford GU2 5UP. 
2.00-3. 00pm Questions & Discussion 
THERE IS AMPLE FREE PARKING 

9 9 9 9 0 9 

The Rev. Dr. Reginald Somerset Ward was 
one of the most influential Spiritual 
Directors in the Oiurch of England in this 
century. From the 1920s until his death in 
1962 his ministry was based in Famcombe 
. in (he Diocesce of Guildford 

1 UMMED 
1 MMFMB9S 
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SAMPLES AND 
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REQUEST 

Frank Evans 
42 Fulwood Drive, 
Bare, Morecambe, 
Lancashire LA4 6QY 

Tel: 0524 419366 
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Are you looking for a new 

KITCHEN, BATHROOM OR 
BEDROOM? 

We are a family business with 20 years experience in 
8 u PPlyi n g and installing quality products for people 
llll' *4 Ml who have an eye for style and demand the best. 

You may choose from English, French and German ranges all of 
which offer quality and style at sensible and affordable prices. 

Most importantly, we provide innovative designs, backed by a personal 
and reliable supply and installation service. 

if V For a free quote without obligation 
|^)| please call Richard or Susan 

Smithies on 0628 531584 ^ - 





Tim Ling 



Michael Oke 



Janet Lawrence 
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How we will prepare for that vote 


In November there is to be a historic vote at the General 
Synod on the question of the ordination of women to the 
priesthood. Our own Diocesan Synod has voted strong- 
ly in favour of this, but all observers are agreed that the 
November vote will be close. A two-thirds majority in 
each of the three houses is very difficult to achieve. The 
result could go either way, and be tipped by a handful 
of votes in any one of the houses. Either way people are 
going to be hurt, and this is the issue I wish to address — 
our care, as a Diocese, of those who will feel themselves 
disadvantaged by the vote, whichever way it goes. 


I set up a small advisory 
group under Bishop 
Ronald Gordon to 
consider this matter. The group 
consisted of people who held 
strongly opposing views. But 
they were asked to consider our 
ministry, not only to those whose 
views they shared but also to 
those who had views with which 
they profoundly disagreed. 

I see that group as a model of 
what we are trying to achieve. 
The issue of the ordination of 
women in the Church of Eng- 
land is one on which there are 
deep felt and carefully thought 
out conflicting views. There is 
no way in which we can or should 
try to deny that fact. Neverthe- 
less, in Christ, and in our mem- 
bership of the one holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church, we are 
one. How can we remain one 
after November? Our only hope 
is through prayer and care for 
one another. 

I wish to consider first what 
will happen if there is a ‘No" 
vote. Those most painfully af- 
fected will be the women dea- 
cons who have, for some years, 


felt a calling to exercise a priestly 
ministry. Many women ordinands 
will also feel a direct blow. They 
will wonder if they can possibly 
be ordained into a Church that is 
so different from what they would 
wish it to be. 

Congregations who have val- 
ued the diaconal ministry of a 
woman will be dismayed and ap- 
palled. Many of us will be con- 
scious of a great loss to the Church, 
which a full exercise of women’s 
priestly ministry could bring. In 
the event of such a situation I and 
my fellow Bishops will be ar- 
ranging immediate inteviews with 
all women deacons in the Dio- 
cese in order to hear what they 
have to say to us. They may need 
a* period away, for quiet reflec- 
tion and reappraisal of their min- 
istry. Budgetary provision will 
be made for this. 

Secondly, we will take all pos- 
sible steps to enhance women’s 
ministry in the Diocese. We will 
look at the question of how wom- 
en might be used in rural areas. 
On this matter there isfirm agree- 
ment by almost everyone in the 
Diocese. For many of those op- 


Diocesan Sunday 
Prayer Diary 

October 4 (Animal Sunday): Vets and all who work with animals; 
universities and higher education at the start of a new year; Deanery 
of Henley; Mary Higginson, Machakos Diocese, Kenya (from the 
Good Shepherd Church, Widmer End, Wycombe). 

October 11: Hospital Chaplains and all those who work in 
hospitals; Bishop Keith Benzies, Madagascar, who is linked with 
several parishes. 

October 18: One World Week; Christian Concern for One World 
and Canon Christopher Hall its Convenor; All those who work for 
conservation, and whose work takes them overseas; Bishop Ryder 
Devapriyam, Nandyal, Moderator of the Church of South India 
linked with Witney. 

October 25: Deanery of Burnham; all those who work in high-tech 
industries; the Churches in Leipzig linked with Milton Keynes. 



by Bishop Richard 


ly all those who feel like this. 
Secondly, in these interviews and 
subsequently, we will want to 
hold together a continuing re- 
spect for the position of those 
opposed to the ordination of 
women whilst giving such peo- 
ple all the time and help they 
need to reflect on the implica- 
tions of the vote for their own 
position. We will want to en- 
courage people to take time, not 
to rush into any hasty decisions. 
Thirdly, we will be making the 
names known of others, in addi- 
tion to ourselves, who will be 
available to offer counsel. 

Fourthly, I wish to make clear 
now as I will make it clear then, 
that a person’s opposition to the 
ordination of women will not 
debar them from consideration 
for any position within the Dio- 
cese. 

Fifthly, a member of staff at at 
Diocesan Church House, who 
will be fully informed about the 
legal arrangements and finan- 
cial provision in connection with 
this legislation, will be available 
to be consulted about practical 
details. 

Sixthly, I and my fellow bish- 
ops will be available in the 
months following the vote to see 
groups of people with a particu- 
lar concern, as well as individu- 
als discussing their own minis- 
try. We are taking steps to con- 
sider the needs of retired clergy 
for example, who in many dean- 
eries continue to play such an 


* 

important role; ordinands, upon 
whom the future of the Church 
depends; Readers, who have an 
important role in so many par- 
ishes; clergy spouses, who give 
so much to our lives, too often in 
a way that is unsung; employees 
and, not least, congregations, in 
many of which there are con- 
flicting views. 

Finally and most important of 
all, I commend this situation to 
the continuing prayers of us all. 
Let us put this whole process 
into the hands of God in faith and 
trust that His will be done. A 
special prayer has been written 
(see below) . Some parishes will 
be holding special vigils before 
the November debate. There will 
be a vigil in the Cathedral on the 
night of November 6, beginning 
with Evensong at 6pm. 

The presence of disagreement 
and controversy in the Church is 
dismaying. Nevertheless, as we 
read the New Testament it is 
clear that disagreement was 
present from the first. It can be 
seen as a sign of life and growth 
in the Church. It is within and 
from this turmoil that the mind 
of Christ is eventually seen. Our 
prayer must be first that we de- 
scem that mind more clearly, 
and secondly, that we make fast 
with the bonds of peace, the uni- 
ty which the Spirit gives. 

This is an edited version of the 
Bishop's Presidential Address 
given at the Diocesan Synod on 
June 27. 
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posed to the ordination of wom- 
en to the priesthood are strong 
supporters of women’s minsitry 
in general, and women in the 
diaconate in particular. 

I now want to consider the sit- 
uation if the vote allows for the 
ordination of women to go ahead. 
Some will feel anger and bitter- 
ness. They will feel alienated 
from that part of the body of 
Christ which has mediated to 


them the presence of God and 
the sacraments of Christ. Some 
will feel pain, especially if they 
consider our Roman Catholic 
and Orthodox friends. Others 
will see the vote as a contradic- 
tion of the principle of male head- 
ship which they see in the Bible. 
I do not underestimate the depth 
of feeling that will be aroused. 

First, I and my fellow Bishops 
will be wanting to see personal- 


SPACE FOR 
PRAYER 


A Prayer for God’s Guidance 

in the decision facing General Synod concerning the ordination 
of women as priests 

Guide, O God, the Church of England 

through this time of decision 

concerning the ordination 

of women to the priesthood; 

grant that convictions strongly held 

may be voiced and heard with charity; * 

give wisdom to members of the 

General Synod; 

and when the decision is made 

surround with your love 

those of our brothers and sisters to whom 

it causes pain. 

Give to your whole Church the Spirit 
of truth and peace, 

that celebrating your gifts in each other 
we may serve you in humility and joy. 

We ask this for the sake of our great High Priest, 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


ST JOHN’S COLLEGE CHOIR. CAMBRIDGE 

A trial of boys' voices for this world famous Choir 
will be held on Saturday 3 October 1992 at St 
John's College, at 9.00am. 

Choristers are educated at St John's College 
School and are awarded Scholarships which are 
worth £4,896 a year. 

Candidates should not be younger than 7 years, 
nor be older than 10 years 0 months, on the date of 
the trial. 

Please apply to the College Organist for particulars. 




THE 

ORATORY 

SCHOOL 


Roman Catholic Independent Boarding and Day School for boys, 
founded by Cardinal Newman in 1859 and run by the laity. 
Entry at 11, 13 or 16, with academic, music and art scholarships 
available at all entry levels. 

The school has an outstanding academic record, (1992- A Level 
pass rate 99%) and a very wide range of sporting and 
extra-curricular facilities. 


% 


For further details and prospectus please contact 

The Headmaster 
The Oratory School 
Woodcote, Nr Reading RG8 0PJ 
Telephone: Checkendon (0491) 680207 




DOUAI 
SCHOOL 

Independent HMC 
Coeducational Catholic School Domlnua mlhl adjutor 
10 to 18 years 

Douai is a Headmasters’ Conference day and boarding school 
with a strong academic record. It is a Roman Catholic 
foundation which welcomes Christians of other denominations 
and which, until now has taken boys from 10-18 
From September 1993 Douai will become Coeducational 
Scholarships, Exhibitions and Assisted places are available 
Prospective pupils and their parents are welcome to visit the 
school at any time, by arrangement. 

An OPEN MORNING will take place on Saturday 17 October 
from 10.00- 1.00pm 

A WINE & CHEESE EVENING will take place on Thursday 
19 November at 7.00pm 

If you wish to attend either of these events, or would like to 
receive a prospectus or visit the school, please contact: 

The Headmaster: 

Rev Geoffrey Scott OSB, MA, PhO, FSA, FRHistS 
Douai School, Upper Woolhampton, Reading RG7 5TH 
Telephone: 0734 713114 Fax: 0734 713896 



IATTEN DALES 

Quaker Guesthouse 

GREYSTOKE, PENRITH 
Cumbria CA11 0UE 

Quietly .situated on the Noith Edge 
of the Lakeland National Park 
Latten Dales is a Guest House of 
the Friends Fellowship of Healing. 
Latten Dales also offers 
comfortable self contained 
accommodation and a programme 
of special interest events. 

TELi 

07684-83229 


A B &T a F h ] 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


The Abbey School 

Tewkesbury, Glos 

A VOICE TRIAL 

For boys aged 7-9V2 will be held on 
Saturday, 14th November 1992 

The choristers sing Choral Evensong on weekdays during term, 
but have no weekend duties and are not required to sing over 
Christmas. They are, therefore, either day boys or weekly 
boarders. 

Telephones 0684 294460 

for further details 
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Teaching the Faith 



Teaching about Christianity in 
schools is clearly a task that de- 
serves a great deal of thought. It 
was good to be reminded (Syl- 
via Bareham’s letter, July 
DOOR) about the concept of 
Sacrament, and the way that 
symbolic action is an insuffi- 
cient category under which to 
bring an understanding of Sac- 
rament. 

Reference was made to the new 
Oxfordshire Syllabus for Reli- 
gious Education.. For those 
Christians who have a Sacra- 
mental form of worship it clear- 
ly has a distinctive meaning. We 
need to remember, however, that 
some Christians do not practise 
the Sacrament of Holy Com- 
munion. There are as many va- 
rieties of Christianity as there 
are varieties of religion. It is 
important to celebrate such va- 
rieties in an educational context, 
so that children do not general- 
ise. 

One applauds the wishes of Syl- 
via Bareham to teach about the 
unique features of Sacrament, 
but hopes that such emphasis 
will not exclude teaching about 
those Christians who also enjoy 
the grace of God but who do not 
feel the need to have a sacra- 
mental form of worship. Teach- 
ing about such differences with- 
in Christianity may well engen- 
der a creative debate in the class- 
room. 

Richard Bainbridge, 
Holton , Oxford. 

Ordination 
of women 

As a keen supporter of the ordi- 
nation of women I am writing to 
express through your columns, 
before the General Synod votes 
in November, strong disapprov- 
al for the related proposal for 
opt-outs. This means that if the 
measure for women ’ s ordination 
is approved, existing dissenting 
clergy who wish to leave on 
conscience grounds will be paid 
compensation. Approval of such 
a proposal would be an unrea- 
sonable commitment to expend- 
iture. Most employees in secular 
employment, including those in 
the public sector, have to accept 
changes of policy by their em- 
ployers with whom they may 


strongly disagree during their 
careers. If, as a result, they resign 
on grounds of conscience, there 
is no question of compensation 
from their employers. 

Offering financial compensation 
for opting out on conscience 
grounds would mean unaccepta- 
ble double standards. Some of 
the opt-outs may have already 
counselled parishioners with cri- 
ses of conscience arising from 
their employment without the 
luxury of an opt-out conscience 
compensation option. It would 
also place remaining clergy in an 
invidious position when coun- 
selling future parishioners faced 
with dilemnas of conscience oVer 
changed conditions of employ- 
ment. 

If the Church of England expects 
ordinary members to play a more 
significant part in financing the 
needs of the Church of tomor- 
row, General Synod must be 
pragmatic and circumspect — 
not profligate with its commit- 
ment to expenditure on our be- 
half. 

Arthur Packham , 
Newbury , Berkshire 

Music and 
Worship 

I was very interested to read in 
the July DOOR, the article by 
Patrick Salisbury, reporting on 
the Archbishop’s Commission 
on Church Music. Alongside that 
was an article by David Duval 
‘Do you need help?’ 

May I point out that the Music 
and Worship Foundation (Mu- 
sic in Worship Trust, as it used to 
be called) has for several years 
been seeking to offer the sort of 
help that is suggested in the arti- 


cles. Nationally, MWF along- 
side other organisations, have 
been developing ways to under- 
take such training and encour- 
agement in the use of music in all 
styles in worship. 

Using a variety of music both 
vocally, instrumental and com- 
bined has been a feature of 
MWF’s vision and work for some 
years. As you may be aware there 
is a local branch of MWF which 
is seeking to serve churches that 
are wanting to develop not only 
musically but spiritually. 

I was very heartened by the arti- 
cle, especially as we move for- 
ward in the Decade of Evange- 
lism. Newcomers into church, I 
believe, are ofte n attracted by an 
awareness of genuine life reflect- 
ed by a sense of real worship of 
which music is a part. 

I may be contacted during the 
day (9am - 3pm) at Lawn Upton 
School, Littlemore on 0865 
779126 and from 4pm onwards 
on 0865 730834. 

Paul Herrington , 
Wootton near Abingdon, 
Berks 


Cathedral 

services 

This morning I picked up a copy 
of the July DOOR, and found 
that peevish letter concerning 
times of services at the Cathe- 
dral not being advertised. No 
doubt others will also contact 
you to point out that the Cathe- 
dral displays a clear notice board 
on the wall of Christ Church in 
St Aldates. This carries the times 
of all regular services on week- 
days and Sundays, and it has 
been there for as long as I re- 
member! If your correspondent 


The Letters Page 
is edited by 
William Purcell 


had used his eyes, he need not 
have had to argue with the (al- 
ways pleasant) men who are on 
duty at Tom Gate. 

Isobella Johnston , 
Oxford 

Clergy 

Stipends 

Parish share continues to rise 
well over the rate of inflation. 
The proposed figures for 1994 
have caused alarm in PCCs . 
Although I understand consid- 
erable economies have been 
made at Church House, I still 
feel that the response of the Dio- 
cese, and of Diocesan Synod to 
this prolonged major recession 
(to which no end is in sight) is 
not radical enough. 

No one, I hope, would suggest 
cutting the numbers of parochial 
clergy; the only alternative is to 
reduce stipends. I suggest that 
there should be no increase in 
April, 1993. 

The prospect of getting support 
for such an unpopular measure, 
and trying to push it throuigh 
PCCc, Deanery Synod and then 
Diocesan Synod, is totally daunt- 
ing. 

Instead, I propose to donate di- 
rectly to my parish any increase 
received from April 1993, and 
invite my colleagues to consider 
doing the same. 

(The Revd) Simon Baynes , 
Winkfield , Berks 
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to that of Goodhead Publishing Limited 
and references throughout the remainder 
of the document amended accordingly; 
copies of the Conditions of Acceptance 
are available from Goodhead Publishing 
Limited upon request. 

In addition Oxford Diocesan Limited 
and Goodhead Publishing Limited for 
themselves, their servants or agents re- 
serve the right to make any alteration it or 
they consider necessary or desirable in an 
advertisement and to require blocks or 
copy to be amended to meet its or their 
approval. 




94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289. 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

The Answer to Your Roof Problems 

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972 


Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don't need to 
our personal service, friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical 
slated terraced house to re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 
which includes — • All your existing roof removed • Rafters 
treated with wood preserve • New under-slating felt fitted 
• Pressure treated battens fixed • High quality slate substitutes 
fixed • New lead battens fixed • A 25-year guarantee against 
leakage* 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on 
a terraced house, for example, replacing or refixing up to 15 
slates is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING — A typical 12x12 flat roof can cost as little as 
£200. — • All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer 
built up flat roofing system fixed • A full 10 year guarantee 
against leakage. 

• Quality workmanship — next to none • All work to full 
British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and 
without obligation. References can be supplied from many 
satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, 
give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Best Interest Lies in Your Best Interest. 

NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of V.A.T. 


J.G. FORD & SON 

ESTD. 1838 

ALTAR WINE 

J.G. Ford & Son , established 1838, will supply the 
needs of your Parish with the highest quality French 
Altar Wine. 

All our wines, in bottles and 20 litre dispensers, are 
certified by the Bishop of Montpellier and represent 
excellent value for money. 

We pride ourselves on a prompt and free delivery 
service which is fully insured. 

For full details on all wines available please contact: 
J.G. Ford & Son 
144-152 Bermondsey Street, 

London SE1 3TQ. 

Admin Tel: 071-403 9292 
Fax: 071-403 0458 

ENGLAND'S OLDEST 
ALTAR WINE SHIPPERS 


DESPERATE? ALONE? SUICIDAL? 


Samaritans 


Phone (24 hours) 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Amersham 432000 
Bracknell 55556 
Milton Keynes 667777 
Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 505505 
Slough 531011 




BROMLEY & 
SON 

Funeral Directors 

145 Maadalen Road 
Telephone 
Oxford 792227 

24-hour service to all areas. 
Dedicated Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-arranged funeral plans 
available with price and 
service guarantee. 

Monumental Mason 

Funeral Director 
Stanley Totton 


FISHER + 
TOWNSEND 

(Funeral 
Directors) 

Office and Chapel of Rest 

81 High Street 
Witney 

Tel: (0993) 702675 

day and night 
Manager - 
Funeral Director 
PETER SMITH 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Memorial Showroom 
Mon-Fri 
9am-5pm 
Now open on 
Saturday 9-12 



FACED WITH FINDING A 
RESIDENTIAL HOME? 

♦Where do you start? * What will it cost? 

* Are there vacancies? * What will the state provide? etc. etc. 

For answers to these and all your other questions contact: 

LONG TERM CARE 
ADVISORY SERVICE 
on 0734 714455 

Our computer data-base of in-depth details of local nursing and 
residential homes plus a financial analysis will help take the drudgery and 
heartache out of your search. 

Phone now fora no obligation discussion. 


ADVANCE NOTICE 


M) 


NIDI© 


Come Carolling with the 

S3 

(§oa®asi 

1992 Carol Festivals on 
Saturdays, December 5th & 12th, 

2.30 pm and 7 pm 

at Westminster Central Hall, London 
Tickets £5.50 and £4.50 

Send SA.E. to: LEC, 2 Buckles Way, 
Banstead, Surrey SM7 1HD. 

Tel: 0737 350637 

Why not organise a coach party? 

Two free tickets for every 20 booked for same performance 
Tickets available end of October 1992 


“I believe quite firmly that 
IT IS GOD’S WILL for OUR 
CHURCH AT THIS TIME. 

We will be a 

MORE VIBRANT, a 
MORE GENTLE, a 
MORE CARING 
CHURCH WITH 
WOMEN PRIESTS, 
for ordination is not into power 
or into an elite caste, but it is for 
service and sacrifice .” 

Desmond T\itu, quoted in 
‘The Church Times’ 14/8/92 
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WEDDING DRESSES 
CHRISTENING ROBES 



all individually designed and 
made to your requirements in 
all sizes 

Pleas* contact: 
Beatrix Gold B.A. (Hons) 
Milton Keynes 
0908 671334 


tjni}<? DOOR 


is the Church Newspaper 
of the Diocese of Oxford. 
It is produced by the 
Diocese in Association 
with Oxford Newspapers 
— part of Goodhead 
Publishing an dis 
distributed by Church 
Membership to 150,000 
readers in the three 
archdeaconries of Oxon, 
Bucks and Berks. 

To advertise in this 
newspaper please contact: 

Glyn Davies on: 

Oxford 

(0865) 880505 


J Holloway’s (f| 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents to a single 
item - Valuations - Free Pre-Sale Advice. 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON 0X16 8PF. TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 



U 


The fig tree puts forth 
her green figs. 

And the vine in blossom 
give forth their fragrance. 


» 


(Song of Songs 2: 1 3) 

Every tree planted in the Holy Land 
fulfils a special purpose. 

To bear fruit, reclaim barren land or aid irrigation, 
each tree has its place in enriching the soil and turning 
arid waste into living productive land. 

You can play your part in this ecological miracle in a 
number of constructive ways. 

Commemorate a special event or celebration by 
giving a certificate to show that trees have 
been planted in the Holy Land 
to mark the occasion. Dedicate, either in your name, 
for your family or to honour someone special, 
an avenue, park or forest of trees as a sign of your 
commitment to the cultivation and 
prosperity of the land. 

Complete the coupon below. Or you can write 
or phone the JNF for further details. 


Name 

Addres^ 


Number of trees required . 


at £5 each 


_ Total 


I enclose a cheque/postal order for £ . 
made payable to the JNF 

Visa Expiry Date 


I 


Access 


Signature _ 


L 


JNF 

Harold Poster House, 

Kingsbury Circle, London NW9 5YA 
Tel: 081-204 9911 
Fax: 081-204 8099 



JEWISH 

NATIONAL 

FUND£S£ 


WE PREPARE WHAT OTWRS BUSH ON 

DR 9/92 


All is safely gathered i 


Friends in need 


Like all businesses, farming is suffering from the recession. This, 
coupled with far reaching changes in the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP), has led to a number of bankruptcies with the prospect of more. 
It has also caused farmers to reduce costs by cutting staff. 

Following the recent reforms of the CAP, it is likely that more agricul- 
tural land will be’ set aside’, thereby reducing further the need for paid 
employees on the farm. A consultant’s report prepared for Wiltshire 
County Council assessed the impact of these developments on the 
county’s farmers. It predicts that by 1997 Wiltshire will have lost five 
per cent of its farms, involving one thousand redundancies and a 
reduction of 200 self-employed farmers. There is no reason to believe 
that Wiltshire is atypical. 

My primary role with the NFU (National Farmers Union) is to give 
advice, both to the NFU fieldforce in the five counties covered by our 
Regional Office at Eynsham (Berkshire, Bucks, Oxfordshire, Wiltshire 
and Gloucestershire) and to farmers whose problems are greater than 
can be dealt with by the field staff. Whilst those of us professionally 
engaged in giving advice can help with the technical and legal aspects 
of farming problems, the need for counselling and emotional support is 
normally beyond our resources. Unfortunately this need is increasing. 

Statistically, the rate of suicides amongst farmers and farmworkers 
was almost three times the national average and second only to the 
medical profession. Suicide was the second major cause of death for 
farmers under 45, and farmers’ wives also had a suicide rate more than 
20 per cent above the average. I use the past tense because existing 
statistics are ten years old, and no comparable analysis has taken place 
since 1982. 

One step toward addressing the emotional needs of the industry was 
the establishment in October 1991 of a Farming Friends Support Group 
in Gloucestershire — a telephone help-line manned by selected farmers 
and farmers wives. More recently a number of card schemes have been 
launched promoting the services of the Samaritans and the Citizens 
Advice Bureau (CAB). The first of these took place in Herefordshire 
this Janaury and Wiltshire will launch its own scheme in November. 

The prayerful support of readers of The DOOR would be much 
appreciated. Early analysis of the Herefordshire scheme indiciates that 
raising the profile of helping agencies is paying off and more farmers are 
seeking help before attempting suicide. 

Nick Read 

Nick Read lives in Charlbury in West Oxfordshire and has recently been 
accepted as a candidate for ordination. He is enior Technical Adviser 
for the NFU's Central Region. Further details of the Gloucestershire 
‘ Farming Friends ’ or the card schemes are available from him at the 
Regional Office on 0865 882999. 



Farming is in crisis. Farms are going out of business 
recession and the recent bad weather have only mat 
amongst farmers have reached epidemic proportions a 
ture Policy regulations abolishing guaranteed payme 
through a ‘set-aside’ policy,’ may result in further loss < 
amongst farm workers and a neglected countryside. Tl 
so The DOOR has invited a group of Christian farmei 

problems in the light of their 1 



Martin Farrant at Burcot Farm, which also features in the photo at the top, with Wittenham 
Clumps seen in the distant evening mist 


Stephen Hart 

The trouble with farming is you 
can’t just cut production like a 
manufacturer. There is perhaps a 
two-year gap from the time you 
decide to order seed, to when the 
crop is sold — and the weather can 
have a dramatic effect on produc- 
tion. 

This year’s harvest is 10 to 20 per 
cent down. In the past, if prices fell 
below a certain level the EEC paid 
export subsidies to dump the pro- 
duce on the world market. Apart 
from anything else, this has creat- 
ed a major trade war between the 
US and the EEC. One of the major 
objectives pf the CAP reforms has 
been to prevent the dumping, but 
instead we are getting the same 
prices for grain as we were twelve 
years ago. We are also having to 


set aside 15 per cent of arable land, 
and although we are being paid for 
doing this it will mean reduced 
income which in turn means re- 
duced production. So we are 
squeezed both ways. 

The morality is distressing, be- 
cause not only are we not feeding 
the world’s hungry, but we are lay- 
ing off labour at a time when we 
ought to be trying to employ more 
people. 

Stephen Hart farms in Checkendon 
near Reading .He is a former coun- 
ty chairman of the National Farm- 
ers Union 

Robert Datsun 

One of the things that worries me 
as a Christian is the way farming 
has led to rural depopulation. Our 
family are the only farmers still 


actually involved in agriculture in 
this village. Most of the other peo- 
ple in the parish work elsewhere. 

I’m very much in favour of Euro- 
pean links, because talking is better 
than fighting, but the way it’s being 
run at the moment seems appalling- 
ly wasteful. This set-aside is scan- 
dalous — bureaucracy gone mad. 
You spend a lifetime being urged to 
grow more, and it hurts to be sud- 
denly told to grow less, especially 
when millions are starving. If there 
were political will, something could 
be done. 

Robert Datsun farms 300 acres near 
Chipping Norton. He is a member 
of Spelsbury PCC 

Elizabeth Lakey 

We have 56 acres, and the CAP 
will not affect us much, if at all. The 


Farmers talking... 


The wav 


regulations, so far as I can under- 
stand them, do not apply to chicken 
husbandry, and though they might 
apply to sheep breeding, most small 
farmers have very small flocks — 
we for instance have ten ewes. 
From the Christian point of view, I 
am inclined to think that premiums 
should be paid for constructive things 
like organic farming, rather than just 
setting the land aside — but then 
again set-aside could be useful if the 
land could be used for social purpos- 
es. Villages should become more 
self-sufficient communities where 
more people are employed, and most 
things like vegetables and beef are 
produced locally like they once were. 
In fact a few steps backwards would 
be good for us.” 

Elizabeth Lakey is a physiotherapist 
and a part-time small farmer near 
Henley on Thames where she has 
free range hens, some sheep and a 
cow. 


Martin Farrant 

Set-aside goes against the grain, 
because it is the natural instinct of 
farmers to grow things, not to be 
prevented from growing things. It is 
immoral that half the world suffers 
food shortages. We should be allowed 
to grow as much as we can. 

I certainly woul^f’t want to see 
set-aside growing weeds, and so the 
only thing is to use it to better the 
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or is it? 




All the writers on this page 
(except Christopher Jones) 
are members of the 
Oxfordshire Farmers 
Forum. This group meets 
regularly for mutual support 
and to discuss farming issues 
from a Christian point of 
view. Their next meeting is at The Dower House, Litchfield Farm, Enstone on 
November 4 at 7pm. New members are always welcome and should contact the 
Revd Glynn Evans, Agricultural Chaplain for Oxfordshire on 0608 74313. The 
Agricultural Chaplains for Buckinghamshire, the Revd Peter Bugg (0844 
238325) and Berkshire , the Revd Jacob Lewis (0635 578256) are available for 
help and support in their areas. 

Unravelling the CAP 


; of business at an alarming rate and the 
ave only made matters worse. Suicides 
roportions and the new Common Agricul- 
riteed payments and reducing surpluses 
further loss of income, more redundancies 
untryside. The farming crisis affects us all 
istian farmers to talk about some of their 
ight of their faith . 


First, some background. It is well known 
that European farming produces surplus 
of some products. And the Community 
also spends a considerable sum of money 
on subsidising exports 
of this extra food, in 
order to dispose of it 
without causing a col- 
lapse in the internal 
market for farm pro- 
duce. Other countries 
such as the United 
States, do the same 
thing. Thefesult, need- 
less to say, is a col- 
lapse in the overseas 
markets for farm prod- 
ucts. 

For example, look at 
what happens to those 
on the receiving end of 
grain exports subsi- 
dised by Western gov- 
ernments. In Burkina Fasso in West Afri- 
ca, for example, wheat was being sold in 
1988 for the equivalent of $60 a ton. 
Nobody on earth can grow wheat for as 
little as that. Locally produced grain - 
sorghum and millet - were normally sold 


With considerable fanfare, 
changes have been announced 
to the European Community’s 
Common Agricultural Policy. 
But how will these changes af- 
fect people especially those with 
few resources , who have had 
no influence on what has been 
decided? Christopher Jones, a 
Northamptonshire farmer and 
Secretary of the Agricultural 
Christian Fellowship, explains 
why the CAP doesn’t only af- 
fect Europe 


for around $100 a ton. In situations like 
this, the urban populations develop de- 
pendence on a crop that cannot be grown 
at the selling price, and in fact cannot be 
grown at all in that lo- 
cality. That means the 
rural population stops 
producing more than it 
can eat, and find them- 
selves without money 
for school fees, health 
or anything else. The 
workless rural young 
then become semi-em- 
ployed or unemployed 
urban young. I myself 
have worked in this kind 
of frustrating situation, 
with young farmers in 
West Africa. 

If life is made so diffi- 
cult on the receiving 
end, how about the pro- 
ducing end? Here in our own country is 
another painful situation. The economic 
value of what I produce as a farmer has 
dropped dramatically. The price at which 
commodties currently leave the farm is the 
(continued on page 13 
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environment. However, under the new 
regime this will be difficult — be- 
cause you are only allowed to set 
aside each field for one year, so the 
land just looks mucky and unwanted. 
If the period had been five years as the 
original scheme proposed, you could 
plant trees, or let land become suita- 
ble for organic growing. 

Martin F arrant farms at Burcot near 
Abingdon. 


Elizabeth Higgs 


We 


' e only got the book which lays 
down the CAP procedures for the 
coming year on September 5, when 
we were already well into ploughing 
and seeding for 1 993. We have volun- 
teered to take part in a nitrate experi- 
ment and have 150 acres under strict 
control. It is hoped this will yield 
valuable scientific information on ni- 
trates in the water supply, but sadly 
this acreage does not count as set- 
aside for CAP purposes so we are 
having to find another 15 per cent of 
arable to take out. 

In financial terms, set-aside pay- 
ments may compensate for loss of 
income — but there is no inflation 
factor in the five year payments, and 
at the end of that time we shall un- 
doubtedly be worse off. We have a 
very small, very loyal, very hard- 
working staff, and I worry that as I 
grow older we may not be able to back 
them up as I want and ought. 


The largest imponderable in our lives 
is no longer CAP, but EEC regulations 
that force on us restraints and expens- 
es beyond our capability. They make 
us feel threatened - but will provide 
jobs for the boys watching over us! 
Lady Higgs oversees a mixed family 
farm of 900 acres at Enstone , and 
shares a smaller farm with neighbours. 
She is a former Diocesan Lay Chair- 
man. and is a member of the Diocesan 
Glebe Committee. 

Jeremy Taylor 

We are brought up to the idea that 
agriculture is an industry and that it’s 
about making money, but it ought to 
be part of the natural process. Left to 
itself the earth brings forth her increase 
and we ought to be gently co-operating 
with that process rather than denying 
it and doing something aggressively 
greedy. The organic weirdos like me 
are often accused of being anti- science, 
but what science ought to be doing is 
being deeply concerned with how the 
biological system really works and 
encouraging us to behave correctly 
Just because it’s cheaper to produce 
food in a particular way doesn’t mean 
it’s right. There has been a tendency to 
regard a farm as efficient to the extent 
that it doesn’t use people. I believe it 
should be regarded as efficient to the 
extent that it does use people. We 
shall treat set-aside as traditional bare 
fallow which can be rotated around 



Elizabeth Lakey, a small fanner at Pishill, near Henley, 
pictured with friend 

All photos on this page are by Frank Blackwell 


the farm and used to control weed 
infestations in an environmentally 
good way. The concept of being 
paid not to farm your land is one 
which is difficult to defend in the 
High Street but if people believed 
that it was being used to help 
farmers make the transition from 
an intensive high in-put system to 
a sustainable organic one, it might 
be received more sympathetically 
by the man in the street. The idea 
that the third world should be 


dependent upon us is ridiculous 
and profoundly unecological. 
Ideally they should be left to do 
what they are best at - growing 
food by appropriate and 
traditional means and not being 
undercut by cheap imports from 
the US. Our science is far too 
incomplete to be recommended 
to anyone else. 

Jeremy Taylor used to work in the 
City but now runs an 850-acre 
organic farm near Deddington.. 


COMMUNITY CARE 

CARERS 

NEEDED 

We provide a caring service for the elderly 
and disabled in their own homes. If you 
have caring experience, hours to spare, 
day or night, and transport: 

Please ring (0993) 700050 
for details of pay and hours. 

(Reg as an Emp Agy/Bus) 


Bible for Computer 

IBM Compatibles or Macintosh 
Choose from the Best Packages 
Available 

Translations: NIV, KJV. NKJ. RSV, NRSV, 
Living. Heb/Gk TransliL 
Also: Greek Tools. Bible Illustrator. PC 
Study Bible. Vines, Nelsons 

Demo disks available — 30 days 
satisfaction guaranteed 

Sunrise Software 
Tel: 0872 77930 

Church Walk • Truro • Cornwall TR1 1 JH 


DOUAI 
SCHOOL 

THE DOUAI CHORAL SOCIETY 

A new Choral Society is being formed in anticipation of 
the opening of the newly extended Abbey Church, to 
perform Haydn’s ‘Nelson’ Mass and Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’. 

There are vacancies in all voice parts to augment the 
Douai Abbey Choir. Rehearsals will be held on Monday 
evenings at 7.30pm at Douai School, 
commencing early October. 

Please contact the Director of Music as soon 
as possible on (0734) 713114 if you would like to 
takA part in this exciting musical venture. 

First Rehearsal on Monday 28th September. 



V THE EMBROIDERY 
DEPARTMENT 

All Saints Convent 

L/ St Mary's Road, Oxford OX4 1RU 

For all your church embroidery and textile needs, including 
Vestments, Fair Linens, Altar Frontals and Banners. 
Enquiries to: 

Embroidery Department, All Saints Convent 

Tel: 0865 248627 


W0U10 V0U LIKE TO HEAR 
ABOUT AN INTERESTING 
VENTURE WHICH MAY 
CHALLENGE YOUR 
ABILITIES 
TO THE FULL? 

We would like to present you with an 
opportunity to build an organisation, 
alongside your current commercial 
activities, that could produce a 
high level of remuneration for you. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Box No. 9839 

THE DOOR, Journal House, 33 Witney Road, 
Eynsham, Oxon 0X8 1PJ 


OUR WORK IS CARING 



Running eight residential and nursing homes, THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers security and peace of mind 
to all those retired from the stipendiary ministry. 

A new home has recently opened, increasing places available, but 
funds are urgently needed to build further homes to cope with the 
growing number of pensioners who seek our help. 

Your donation or legacy will help us to continue this much needed 
work for those who have cared for others in the name of Christ. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 
THANK YOU 

A copy of a new appeals brochure, illustrating the Board's charitable 
work, or words for inclusion in a Will are available from the 
Secretary. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (td) 
7 Little College Street 
London SW1P3SF 

Reg. charity 236627 
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l)o you or a relative of yours 
Heed home cure? 

Consult Us 

for resident long term cure 
of the eldeiily 
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CONSULTUS 

SERVICLS AGENCY LTD 

17 l.iintlon Ko:«<l, Tonlti i«lg<- 
K. nt TN 10 

(07W) 355 2J1/J5* 462 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE 
HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to 
enable the elderly and infirm to 
remain living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END, 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678011. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


RETIREMENT AT WAKEFORD COURT 

A two bedroom modem bungalow is offered in excellent 
condition strictly as a retirement home having the benefit 
of Warden and full maintenance. Situated in Pamber 
Heath on the Hants/Berks border this quality property is 
positioned in a quiet and private setting surrounded by 
communal gardens and includes a high level of 
equipment in the price of £62,500. 

Please telephone Mr Evans on 0235 833113 or 
0734 701234 who will be pleased to show you 
around or send further details of this private sale. 


O' 


0 


Go ldsb orough 

HOMECARE AND 
NURSING SERVICES 

Specialist Care for the Elderly, & Housebound. 

O Experienced Care Assistant. 

O Available for private houses & residential homes. 

O Flexible to suit your needs - 1-24 hours, 
short or long term. 

O 'Lifeline' - telephone monitoring service. 

O Very competitive rates 
For more information ring now on; 

0753-550600 

or write to; 

21 High Street, Slough SL1 1DY. 


0 
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YEW TREE HOUSE 

Caters for Frail, Elderly, including 
Alzheimer Sufferers 

• Individual and independent Care 

• Home from Home Environment 

Fees from £185 per week 

DHSS funded residents welcome. 

Beautiful, peaceful gardens. 

Long, Short and Respite Care. 

Tel: High Wycombe (0494) 445100 



• Large attractive country house in 3 
acres of well kept grounds. 

• Individual rooms, furnished by 
residents If desired. 

• High standards - low fees 


HARRIAS HOUSE 

Residential Home 
for the Elderly 

• Non-profit registered charity 

• Caring, sympathetic staff 

• Spacious public rooms 

• Quality home cooking - own 


Dotolls and brochuro from: 

The Warden, Harrias House, Hedgeriey Lane, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2SD. 

Tel: 0494 674204 


CARE AT HOME 

Resident Housekeepers/Care Assistants for 
temporary help - say on return from hospital 
or longer-term over several months. 

Oxford Aunts Care 

2 George Street 
Oxford OXl 2AF 
0865 791017 


Oxford Aunts: Established 1967 (Emp / Agy) 



NOAH S ARK, 




Home Service 



Fairholme House 

Permanent, convalescent, respite and day care. 
Quality individual care 24 hours a day. 
Delicious food in a lovely dining room. 
Privacy and comfort with en-suite facilities. 

Dedicated to care 
of the elderly 


Complete Home Care Service 
FAIRHOLME HOUSE 

Church Street, Bodicote 
Banbury, Oxon OX15 4DW 
Tel: 0295 266224 
Fax: 0295 261206 


Pet Transport 
Service 

An invaluable servioe for elderly, invalid or 
non-driving pet owners. I will deliver with 
care and safety to vets, kennels, grooming, 
salon and house moves. 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 


kRE IN C RISIS 


CRISIS PREGNANCY 
CENTRE 



Facing an unplanned pregnancy? 
Trying to cope with physical or emo- 
tional problems following abortion, 
miscarriage or stillbirth? 

For free confidential Christian coun- 
selling, practical help and advice call: 

(0753) 883101 

Christian Counselling Centres in 
Hillingdon, Slough and High Wycombe 


+ TRACEY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
AS SO a ATI ON 

GENERAL MEDICAL A 
CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Folly mined staff in attendance day and 

night. 

Central beating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or double 
rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant gardens. 
Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 
24/24 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 


r Cfiiltems Manor > 

for retired A elderly 

Northern Heights, Bourne End. 

An elegant home where residents are 
treated as guests. 

Families & friends welcomed. Privacy & 
friendship. Many amenities. 

Frail & elderly folk caringly looked after. 
For a help and advice phone 

Mrs Barar, rgn on 
0628 528676 A 


S0UTHM00R 

HOUSE 

Kingston Bagpuize 

Registered 
Residential Home 

A beautiful, centrally heated, Georgian 
house, set in lovely gardens where 
loving care is given 24 hours a day. 

For lurlher details telephone 

Mrs. J Adnams 

(Matron) 

0865 820225 (days) 
03677 18905 (eves) 



Let us help you to find the right 
nursing or retirement home. 



0734-599113 


GATEWAY 

BUREAU 

Friendly 

Caring 

Service. 

Advice 

Given 


) 


Sjempion g(cl6 31ucsfng & 
3te(6fntfol Sjome 

has just recently opened its new nursing wing and still 
has some vacancies. 

Single and Companion Rooms. 

En-suite facilities available. 

For further information andior an appointment to view 
please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (0844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknield Way, Chinnor, Oxford OX9 4EB 


ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to show 
you around. 

Wardinaton House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


s\ 


ETIRE TO THE WEST COUNTRY 


High quality Cottages and Rats 
in period style with gardens and patios^ 
Somerset/Dorset borders; good road/rail links 
Quiet private Courtyard setting 
Warden. Meals, cleaning and nursing 1 


services available 
Award-winning scheme with style & convenience : f -J j 


(0935) 817360 


For illustrated 
brochure phone 



Humberts 


(0935) 77277 


^ountry ^o usins 

bmrrjj«rrK a t*4.l*#W 

Employment Bureau 


HEAD OFFICE REGION 
horsham 0403 210415 

Cardiff 0222 665815 

colchester 0206 768659 

Glasgow 041-248 8827 
Lancaster 0524 848693 

Norwich 0603 763893 

Windsor 0753 832818 

YORK 0904 631369 

HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 
10A Market Square. Horsham 
West Sussex RHI2 1EX 


MIDLANDS REGION 
Lutterworth '0455 558858 
BIRMINGHAM 021-236 5121 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
Shrewsbury 0743 353934 
SOUTH WEST REGION 
Plymouth 0752 346636 
bath 0225 428438 

Salisbury 0722 421873 
YEOVIL 0935 410343 

HEAD OFFICE FAX NUMBER 

0403 217827 

24 Hour Answering Service 


THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDING 

Help enabling the elderly & infirm to remain in their own homes. 
Support for over stressed relatives & holiday relief for regular carers. 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family Crisis - Illness - Holidays - Business Trips etc. 

CARETAKERS 

Security for your home & care for your pets 

RELIABLE STAFF ALWAYS REQUIRED 

Posts 2-4 weeks • Residential • GOOD SALARIES 


Telephone for full information 


F.R.E.S. Member 


A HOME FROM HOME 



REGISTERED WITH 0XF0RDSHRE SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of Matron 
Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if required. 

★ Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus rooms 
with en-suite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, 
GORING-ON-THAMES 
NEAR READING RG8 9BL 
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All is safely gathered 
in... or is it? 



Unravellin g the CAP (cmHnuedfrompagell > 


same or less than it was in 1984. But the value of 
the money has eroded considerably since then, on 
top of that, there is a never ceasing flow of regula- 
tions to cope with. I begin to be unable to maintain 
the highest standards of animal welfare. I cannot 
care for the farm and its landscape as I want to; all I 
can grow is an overdraft! 

The only possible escape is to produce more per 
acre, per cow, per henhouse, or per sow. But this 
does no more than to keep pace. In the last 20 years, 
average yields of wheat (for example) have gone up 
as prices have come down, so that the total value of 
the crop — which is what pays for all the cultivation, 
the care of the land and payment of wages — has 
remained the same. For some other products, such as 
barley, the toal value has shrunk. And the faster I and 
many others rotate the treadmill, the bigger the 
overall surplus, and the worse things become in 
Burkina Fasso. 

Something needs to be done. Will the CAP reforms 
make any difference? 

Broadly speaking , the reforms replace a system of 
maintaining prices (and hence farm incomes) within 
the Community through controlling imports and 
buying up surpluses for export. The new system lets 
prices sink to very low levels found in world mar- 
kets, but compensates indvidual farmers with subsi- 
dies, provided that they cut their overall production. 
These cuts are obtained by setting aside 15 per cent 
of arable land, and reducing the number of grazing 
livestock per acre. There may well be an increased 
supply of poultry and pigmeat, because producers of 
these will find the grain they use much cheaper to 
buy, whilst there is no corresponding restraint on 
production. 

For the rest of us, the circumstances have changed. 
Not all our income will depend on how much we can 
produce. Some of it will come from compensation 
for not using a proportion of our arable land at all, 
and for using our grassland less intensively. But will 
surplus production be kept under control? 

This will depend on several things. First, those 
managing the policy must be ready and able to adjust 
the proportion of set-aside land promptly according 
to the state of the Community’s reserves of food. 
Second, other food-exporting countries must also 
curb their production. 

Next, public reaction in Europe will be crucial. 


What exactly will taxpayers be purchasing with 
the compensation for reducing production? They 
will, I suppose, be treating farmers (who got onto 
the treadmill in response to public policy), with 
some justice. They will also be maintaining a 
reseve of land, this is very important. Dutch Elm 
disease and AIDS both show how powerless we 
can be in the face of unexpected diseases; also, 
nobody can tell what political events may put 
pressure on food supplies. 

Another factor is the attitude of farmers. Many 
have a deep aversion to set-aside. They are afraid 
of being paid for nothing, and, like gardeners, are 
hostile to ‘untidy’ land _ even if it is producing 
wild flowers! From the frantic measures of the 
Second World War until now, the emphais has 
been on production. Skill and capacity in the eyes 
of others are linked with productivity, perhaps 
linking compensation with environmental gain 
may make the changes more acceptable. 

At its best, this new policy has given all of us a 
chance to seek lasting reconciliation between 
urban and farming people, between farmers in 
the developed and the underdeveloped worlds, 
and between productivity and environment. But 
there are huge obstacles. The European Commu- 
nity has a poor record, frequently exporting prob- 
lems caused by the ups and downs of supply and 
demand. Very few take a global view of rural life 
and food supply. In the Old Testament it is stated 
that the weak must be deliberately sustained in 
the system; and that all economic trade rests 
within human relationships. An imbalance of 
power can turn trade into a tool of domination. 
Scripture speaks realistically to today’s farm 
policy problems. 

We are grateful for permission to use this 
article which will appear in the first issue of 
Country Way . This is a new interdenomination- 
al Christian magazine which aims to provide 
fresh ideas , support and encouragement to rural 
churches and to all involved in rural communi- 
ties. It will be published three times a year and is 
* available from the A rthurRank Centre, National 
Agricultural Centre, StoneleighPark, Warwicks , 
CV82LZ (sample copy £1.50, subscription.£5.00 
(cheques to Rural Publications Limited) 


Here com is lying 

Ourselves low lying 

Waiting its gathering 

Received of His Substance 

So in humility 

In faith take and eat 

Lies my Lord low 

And so we are fed 

Veiled in the Bread 

Herein is Unity 

He lovingly offers 

Bides here our Wholeness 

Food to sustain 

Earth ’s gift of corn 

Our spiritual life 

For Eucharist Bread 

Mary Philpot 


The issues raised 
in this feature affect 
us all. What do you 
think? Do write and 
tell us. The 
deadline for letters 
is October 10 


New! New! New! New! 

TRIUMPHANT 

LIFE 

by Henk G de Jonge 
£5.99 

ISBN 0948171278 
Available from all good 
bookshops. 

Publisher: 

DIASOZO TRUST 
8-9a Church Square, 
Market Harborough, 
Leicestershire LEI 6 7NB 


CHRISTIAN EMPLOYMENT 
AGENCY 

Nannies, 
Housekeepers, 
Cooks, Care 
Assistants 
and House Couples 

Required for positions in ell areas. 

Fry Staff Consultants 

Tel: 0252 540761 

48 Grave! Road , Famborough , 
Hants., GU14 6JJ 


PARCHMENT (Bicester) 

Printers 

and 

Stationers 

Now open in Bicester 

13 DEANS COURT 
MARKET SQUARE 
BICESTER 
Tel: (0869) 322259 

For all your printing, 
copying and 
stationery needs 

Present this advert 
fora 10% introductory 
discount on first purchase. 

One per person 


(A division of 

PARCHMENT (Oxford) LIMITED) 



Caring Professions Concern 

exists for those in the caring professions who desire to be 
effective for Jesus Christ in their everyday professional lives. 

It provides a forum for doctors, nurses, social workers, 
probation officers, health visitors and other caring 
professionals to meet and share in a multi-disciplinary context. 

Conferences, literature, Roadshows, a monthly Newsletter and 
the active membership is available to support Christians in 
taking a clear stand on ethical issues in their professions. 

If you would like to become a member of Caring Professions 

1 

1 

Christian Counselling Course 

Two residential weekends at King’s Park, Northampton 
and The Hayes, Swanwick - October 16- 18th 1992 and 
19-21 st February 1993 - plus training videos for local 
group study. This comprehensive Biblical Counselling 
Course is provisionally approved by the Association of 
Christian Counsellors for accreditation of members. 


Residential Conferences 

Leaders Conference 

Hothorpe Hall, Leics October 2-4 1992 

S E Regional Conference 

Ashbumum Place, E Sussex November 13-15 1992 
North & Midlands Regional Conference 

Hothorpe Hall, Leics December 4-6 1992 

Primary Health Care Team 

King’s Park, Northampton January 15-17 1993 

Ministry in the Power of the Holy Spirit 

The Hayes, Swanwick January 22-24 1993 

European Workshop 

Hothorpe Hall, Leics January 28-31 1993 

Marriage Enrichment and Maintenance Weekend 

Bournemouth January 29-31 1993 

Learning how to Pray for the Sick 

High Leigh, Herts March 5-7 1993 

Annual Family Conference 

Kinmel Hall, North Wales May 29- June 3 1993 

Scottish Conference 

Scotland To be arranged 92/93 

Conference for Women 

Midlands To be arranged 92/93 

Concern, support the work or have more information on any 
of these conferences, write to: 

Caring Professions Concern 
King’s House, 175 Wokingham Road 
Reading, Berks RG6 1LU 

Tel: 0734 660515 





Making friends. 

Making decisions. 

Both can affect your future happiness. 

To help your decision-making, 
make Ecclesiastical your friend. For Life. 

% Ecclesiastical 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1 JZ. Telephone (0452) 528533 
LIFE ASSURANCE • SAVINGS • PENSIONS * UNIT TRUSTS ■ MORTGAGES 
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Are you 
willing? 


Three hundred years ago only 
the fortunate minority needed to 
worry about their earthly es- 
tates. Today, many more people 
have some money or property to 
bequeath the the next genera- 
tion, or young children to be 
provided for. 

Should we as Christians worry 
about what happens to our world- 
ly wealth after our death? Jesus 
tells us to store up treasures in 
heaven, and his sharpest words 
are reserved for the wealthy. But 
the condemnation is for their 
wrong attitudes; elsewhere in the 
Gospel Christ commands us to 
be stewards of the created world. 
We fail in that stewardship if we 
do not use the world’s resources 
wisely and honour our responsi- 
bilities to our spouse and chil- 
dren, and to our wider family 
and the community. 

“But my wife will get it auto- 
matically,” people often say to 
me. Not necessarily — if you 
have not made a will, your spouse 
may have to share your estate in 
certain circumstances with your 
children or your brothers and 
sisters. And suppose both par- 
ents die while their children are 
under 18? Who will be responsi- 
ble for them? 

All these problems can be 
avoided with -a professionally 
drafted will, and during Novem- 
ber you have an opportunity not 
only to make your Will but also 
to help with the relief of poverty 
in the third world. Many firms of 
solicitors, both locally and na- 
tionally, are participating in the 
Will Aid scheme. The solicitor 
will prepare a straightforward 
Will for you, free of charge, in 
return for a donation to Will Aid 
( a minimum donation of £35 is 
suggested). 

Will Aid supports Action Aid, 
CAFOD, Christian Aid, Oxfam, 
SCIAF, and Save the Children 
Fund in their work with the poor 
and hungry overseas. In recent 
months we have sen pictures of 
the starving and dying in Soma- 


lia almost daily on our television 
screens. Now you can help them 
and provide for your own family 
at the same time. Will you help? 

Christopher Franklin 
Christopher Franklin is a part- 
ner in Bird , Franklin , Solictors , 
Oxford and a member of Woot- 
ton-by -Woodstock PCC. 


. Speaking 
of Death 

“I am dying... no-one likes to talk 
much about such things... I know 
you feel insecure, don’t know 
what to say, don’t know what to 
do. But please believe me, if you 
care, you can’t go wrong.” 

How to talk about death, and 
how to care for dying and be- 
reaved people are things for 
which many of us are ill-pre- 
pared. To help meet this need, 
the Open University has prepared 
a new, distance-learning course. 
No qualifications are needed, and 
people may register as students 
of the whole course or simply 
use the part that most interests 
them. Church groups may well 
find most relevant the sub-pack 
‘Mortality and Bereavement’, 
which invites students to reflect 
on their own experience and be- 
liefs and emphasise the value of 
lay perspectives. 

The group which prepared the 
workbooks, audio-tapes, video 
and TV programme has includ- 
ed an Orthodox Jew, a Quaker, 
an Anglican, a member of the 
United Reformed Church and 
an Agnostic. For an information 
leaflet write to the Information 
Officer, Dept of Health and 
Welfare, Open University, 
MK76AA or telephone 0908 
653743. 

Alyson Peberdy 
Alyson Peberdy is an Open Uni- 
versity Lecturer and a member 
of Holy Family Church , Black- 
bird Leys. 


Thinking about deafness 


A ‘ Deaf Awareness Day’ was held at the Deaf Centre 
at St Ebbe’s, Oxford, arranged by the Chaplain with 
Deaf People, the Revd Roger Williams. 

The aim was to better understand the nature of 
deafness, and to learn how to communicate with 
sufferers. Eight speakers covered topics such as expe- 
riencing the effects of hearing loss; life experiences 
for those bom profoundly deaf, and for those deaf- 
ened at the age of seven; and Reader training and the 
Church’s ministry among deaf people. The Deaf 


Choir demonstrated how difficult it is to change 
the poetic language of some of our hymns into 
sign language. 

“It was a valuable day, although it was impos- 
sible to cover the full range of problems whick 
deafness can cause. There is obviously scope for 
similar days in the future, especially as so few 
parish clergy attended this event,” said Roger 
Williams. “Watch the pages of The DOOR for 
news of the next Deaf Awareness Day.” 


A heavenly outing 



It was a day to reach for the sky when the Revd Bill Pegg, 
Vicar of Ashbury, decided to take his choir for an aircraft 
flight. A qualified pilot, he first hit on the idea last year. And 
everybody agreed it was the best outing ever. Naturally, he 
repeated it this year. Pictured here in the passenger seat 
with Bill is 14-year-old Katy Reade 


Discipleship 
in the world 

Education for Ministry, a four- 
year ecumenical course which 
can be taken in single-year mod- 
ules, will enable Christian men 
and women to study theology 
and the Bible and to reach a clear 
understanding of their disciple- 
ship in the world today. It was 
devised by the University of the 
South in Tennessee, and is now 
available to students in the Ox- 
ford Diocese. The developing 
life of the group is one of the 
critical aspects of the course. 
The pilot group will probably be 
based in Clifton Hampden, led 
by Joanna Hobart who has had 
experience of EFM in New Zea- 
land . The course will cost £98.50 
per annum. Contact her at The 
Diocesan Institute, Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
0X2 ONB. 


Three who will be missed 


The Revd Frank James, the ur- 
bane and much loved Chaplain 
of Grendon Prison, died on Sep- 
tember 13 while visiting his na- 
tive India. His eldest son, John 
Mark was with him. A memorial 
service was held in the prison. 

According to his wife, Christi- 
na, Frank had been suffering from 
cancer — but even so his death 
was unexpected. The Editor feels 
a great personal sense of loss. In 
the November issue there will be 
more extensive tributes includ- 
ing, we hope, some from the 
inmates of Grendon. November 
15 - 21 happens to be Prisoners’ 
Week and this year’s theme is 
“Out of sight... out of mind”. For 
Frank they were never out of 
mind. He once said of Grendon: 


“ There are buried treasures and 
priceless pearls here”. How he 
will be missed. 

% We are sorry to hear of the 
death of Graham William Turn- 
er on July 30 ( writes Keith 
Lamdin, Team Leader of the Di- 
ocese’s Parish Resources De- 
partment). For much of his life 
he worked in the field of teacher 
training, and for 20 years de- 
lighted his students at the Ox- 
ford Polytchenic School of Edu- 
cation with his combination of 
enthusiasm, vision, humour and 
good sense. 

He was a former religious ed- 
ucation adviser for Oxfordshire, 
and was recently appointed as 
the national Director of Action 


for Governors in Training in 
which his energy and wide- 
ranged skills were well used. He 
served as Reader in the parish of 
North Leigh, was active in the 
Woodstock Deanery Children’s 
Days, and was a member of the 
Parish Resources Council. 

# We have just heard of the 
death, in Scotland, of Robert 
Collier. He was the former 
Secretary of the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee, and for 
25 years was Rector of 
Worminghall. There will be a 
memorial service at St Mary 
Magdalene, Oxford, on October 
29 at 12.30pm. A tribute will 
appear in the next issue of The 
DOOR. 


Missionary 

pioneer 

William Carey, the humble 
cobbler-turned-linguist and 
author wtio founded the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society, is the 
subject of a four-part series on 
BBC Radio Oxford (95.2 FM) 
Its producer Michael Apichel- 
la says: “I feel strongly that his 
accomplishments have re- 
mained obscure for far too long. 
Carey is in the same league as 
the Wesleys, George Whitfield 
and Wilberforce.” 

Author and dramatist Nick 
Page of SS Peter and Paul 
Church, Botley has written the 
dialogue, and Carey is played 
by Mark Peyton of St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Road. The se- 
ries will be broadcast on Thurs- 
days during the Mary Small 
programme at 6.30pm starting 
on October 1, with a repeat on 
Sundays at 8.30am from Octo- 
ber 3. On October 29' the Mary 
Small programme will include 
a documentary about the oc- 
cult and the supernatural, and 
will raise the subject of par- 
ents’ attituded to Hallowe’en. 

Steamed up 

The village of Stoke Row, in the 
Chiltems, was recently host to a 
Steam Rally and Fayre which 
has now become an annual event 
in aid of the churches in the 
Langtry team (Checkendon, 
Stoke Row and Woodcote) as 
well as other charities. Steam- 
driven tree cutting and timber 
handling machines were on show 
amonst the traction and show- 
men's engines. Huge old tree 
winches and tractors were part of 
the parade of commecial vehi- 
cles. There was also a black- 
smith, a wheelright and a demon- 
stration of sheep shearing. 

There were games and stalls 
and homemade cakes, a bam 
dance in the evening and on Sun- 
day morning a joint open air serv- 
ice for the three parishes. The 
two local vicars, who are steam 
enthusastts themselves, were 
photographed riding on a steam 
engine, the sun shone, and more 
than £6000 was raised. 



OMMIIMINI 
with 
OMPASSION 


24 Hour Service 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 


EDWARD CARTER 

Funeral Director 

107 South Avenue, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 IQS 
Telephone: Abingdon (0235) 528293/520958 



CHILD CARE ROMANIA 

is now recruiting volunteers to work in Romania for 8-12 week 
periods. 

Urgently needed are professional people from all the child care 
related professions. 

Please contact the CCR office if you would be interested in details: 

Reg Charity No 1002296 
4-5 Upper High Street, Thame, Oxon OX9 3ES 
Tel/Fax: 084421 7772 


David Silvey & Son 

Cooks Funeral Service 

Funeral Directors 

72 Broad Street 

West bourne Street 

Chesham 

High Wycombe 

Bucks 

Bucks 

HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 529193 

Tel: (0494) 791359 

24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Active life in a caring home 

Holyport Lodge pioneers new approaches in care for elderly 


At Holyport Lodge, Holyport, nr. 
Maidenhead, management and 
staff believe their success is as 
much due to the social environ- 
ment they provide as to the high 
standard of physical care. 
Country House nurses are 
trained to help in the rehabilita- 
tion of residents and a high staff 
ratio ensures that there is usually 
plenty of time for a chat and 
some social activity. 

Country House has gone one 
step further in its homes and at 
Holyport Lodge, Berkshire’s pre- 
mier nursing home in the pic- 
turesque village of Holyport, 
there is a purpose-built activities 
centre designed to help residents 
stay mentally active in their 
daily lives. 

Tne Centre is run by two activ- 


ity organisers, Jane Pilcher and 
Sylvia Howse. Matron comment- 
ed, “We aim to bring out the 
most in people and encourage 
participation without any com- 
pulsion. Activities are very indi- 
vidual and that is the way we 
care for our residents.” 

The Centre offers facilities for 
a whole range of hobbies includ- 
ing gardening, handicrafts of all 
kinds, and the simple relaxation 
of reading or listening to music. 

There are regular outings to 
places of interest such as a recent 
trip to Windsor Great Park, 
entertainment and talks by 
selected speakers, which all cre- 
ate that all-important feeling of 
well being. 

As Jane Pilcher commented, 
“We like to make our residents 


feel special, so for example, 
when we went to the Theatre 
Royal to see the City Ballet per- 
form, we arranged a surprise 
meeting with members of the 
cast ana I know it gave everyone 
a big thrill.” 

Within the Activities Centre 
there is an excellent hairdressing 
salon, and a well equipped phys- 
iotherapy area. 


Holyport Lodge, which prides 
itself on its friendly and homely 
atmosphere, offers 24-hour qual- 
ified nursing to residents requir- 
ing long stay, short stay, post 
operative, holiday and convales- 
cent care. 

The Home has recently added 
some new en suite rooms. 
Shared rooms are available from 
£325 per week and from £350 


for a single room. There are 
reductions available for couples. 
The home operates a Care Fees 
Payment plan which for a lump 
sum guarantees care for life. If 
you would like further details 
about funding care or the facili- 
ties available, please call our 
matron, Maria Berkely. She will 
be delighted to answer your 
questiqps. 


COUNTRY HOUSE HOMES 

Holyport Lodge, 

Clare House, 

Pirton Hall, 

Nr Maidenhead, Berks 

Uxbridge, Middlesex 

Nr Hitchin, Herts 

Matron, Maria Berkeley 

Matron, Tricia Holmes 

Matron, Ann Salt 

0628 781138 

0895 272766 

0462 711626 

Tenterden House, 

Field House, 

Oakcroft House, 

St Albans, Herts 

Harpenden, Herts 

West Byfleet, Surrey 

Matron, Lesley Cockbain 

Matron, Mary Achermann 

Matron, Vivien Grieve 

0923 679989 

0582 765966 

0932 352766 
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YOUNG DOOR 



General Smuts Buthelezi 
from South Africa, with Sue 
Cuin from Stokenchurch in 
Oxfordshire. Both took part 
in the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Pilgrimage to 
Taize, where Sue played her 
clarinet in the orchestra. 





With the Archbishop of 
Canterbury at Taize are (1-r) 
David Herman, General Smuts 
Buthelezi and Walter Mojapelo, 
members of a party of six young 
South Africans who spent two 
weeks in Oxford this summer as 
guests of the Diocesan Youth 
Assembly’s South African 
Group before joining the 
Archbishop’s Pilgrimage to 
Taize in August 


Inspired by Taize 


Taize was nothing like I expected. I had hoped that 
the experience would strengthen my faith, but 
actually it did much more than that. 

My time at Taize taught me that it’s not wrong to 
have doubts or ask questions. I found that other 
young Christians were also burning with questions 
about prayer, the Bible and their faith. It was 
amazing how, in only a few days, the experience of 
talking from the heart about my belief, with Chris- 
tians of all nationalities, changed me, 

A large void was filled. Taize crosses all barriers 
of age, race, and denomination. It made me realise, 
in many cases, how lucky I am to live in such a free 
and wealthy country. It is one thing to see the 
troubles in South Africa on the news, but another to 
speak to someone who has lived through it all. 
Now, the TV pictures of Yugoslavia and Somalia 
bring tears to my eyes, and there is a deeper feeling 
in my prayers for the world. 

At Taize the distractions of work or study are 
pushed into the background, so your mind can be 


centred on God. A central part of life at Taize is 
silence. Too often, I’m so busy I don’t leave time 
to pray properly, to have silence and to listen to 
what God is really saying to me. 

Never have I experienced so much enthusiasm 
from so many young Christians. In the Church, 
young people often feel very isolated and insecure 
about their faith. They face opposition from then- 
peers, as Christianity is not seen as a trendy thing 
to be involved in. If young people are in the 
minority in a church, the services often do not 
inspire them, and there is no-one they feel they can 
turn to for help. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury expressed his 
dismay at Taize, that our Church was often letting 
young people down. I hope that I can do my part in 
bringing more young people to my church, and 
making sure that they don’t drift away unsatisfied. 

Caroline Smith 

Caroline lives in Newbury and is about to go to 
Exeter University. 



Hi there , 

Autumn is almost with us once 
again, with darker evenings — 
although I think there is some- 
thing very special about misty 
October or November evenings, 
when house lights begin to ap- 
pear at dusk. 

When I travel from Newbury 
(where I live) to Oxford, I pass 
Didcot Power Station. The other 
day, I thought about how it gen- 
erates power, by burning coal to 
produce steam. The steam drives 
generators which, in turn, send 
out electricity to all those hous- 
es, shops and factories. 

Without coal it couldn’t do that 
at all ! Sometimes, when I’m driv- 
ing home late at night, I come 
down a hill towards Newbury 
and have a really good view right 
across the town, with all its lights; 
and if there are clouds, you can 
see the glow from miles away — 
all those small lights producing a 
large amount of light visible for 
miles. 

Mrs Fray and I visited Taize 
this year. It’s a tiny village in 
Eastern France, but thousands of 
young people and adults visit it 
to search for a deeper under- 
standing of God. Each Saturday 
evening is very special. It’s a bit 
like Holy Saturday at Easter, and 
at the evening service, as well as 
a songbook everybody is also 
given a candle. There were about 
5,000 people there. 

The big church is not brightly 
lit, but during the Saturday 
evening service children were 
asked to take lighted candles to 
various places in the church, and 
light someone else’s candle. It 
was tremendous to see the light 
spread around the whole church, 
until there were 5,000 candles 
alight — each one only a small 
light, but all of them together 
produced quite a blaze! 

The light is like believing in 
Jesus. We each have our own 
belief in Him and produce some 


Tight’, but think of all the Tight’ 
produced when you count up 
everyone in the world who be- 
lieves in Him! 

Just as Didcot Power Station 
cannot produce electricity with- 
out coal, we cannot produce our 


Tight’ without God — and this 
means thanking Him, saying sor- 
ry for things we do wrong, and 
praising Him. 

Roger 

Roger Fray is the Diocesan Chil- 
dren ’s Officer. 
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^THE OXFORD CHRISTIAN ^ 
CXJt INSTITUTE for counselling 

“Understanding 
Ourselves 
and Others” 


A series of seminars aimed at helping us to understand ourselves, and 
also to be able to help with the wide variety of needs which people bring 
to us in the church today. 

1992 Evening Seminars 


6 October 

Man In the Image of God 

John Hall & 
Tim Bradshaw 

13, 20, 27 
October 

Coping with Anger & 
Conflict 

Charles Hampton 

10 November 

Developing an Intimate 
Relationship with God 

Branse & 

Barbara Burbridge 

1993 Evening Seminars 


26 January, 

2. 9 February 

Is Your Job Right For You? 

Sima UK ( Christian 
vocational guidance) 

2 March 

Understanding Childhood 

Anne & Philip Daley 

9 March 

Understanding Adolescence Charles Hampton 

16 March * 

Understanding Mid-Life 

Charles Hampton 

4 May 

The Gift of Singleness 

Barbara Stewart & 
Betty Bailey 

11 May 

The Gift of Sexuality 

John Hall/ 
David Atkinson 

18 May 

The Gift of Marriage 

Anne & Philip Daley 

1, 8, 15 June 

Developing Listening Skills 

Liz Johnson (or 
OCIC st aft member) 


If you are interested in attending any of these seminars please write to: 


V 


OCIC Seminars, 11 Norham Gardens, Oxford OX2 6PS, 
giving your name, address, and telephone number, and stating the 
subject and date(s) of the seminar(s). 

(You will be sent an application form). 


J 
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PE0I 

TO 

PEOPLE 

CMS is about people. People shaped by 
the Gospel. People in mission. 

People to Feople is central to CMS; 
enabling Christians from Britain, Africa and 
Asia to join together, crossing cultures to 
proclaim the Gospel, to form and renew 
churches and to work for justice in society. 
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FREE CMS Information Pack 
I would like to find out more about the work of the Church 
Missionary Society. Please send me pack(s). 

Name: I 

Address : 

Postcode 


Send to: Sue Parks. CMS, Partnership House, 
157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UU 
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Highlight Features: 
Indoor Pool 
Sauna 
Solarium 
Steam tub 
Outdoor Pool 
Gym 


Pets welcome 

100 acres of 
parkland 


For brochure please contact: 

The Manager, Widworthy Court, Wilmington, Nr. Honiton, Devon. EX14 9JN Tel: 0883-744845 


S-Lutumn Brealv Specials 


WM 

For those who 
enjoy the freedom 
of self-catering 
we are delighted to 
offer a discount of 
25 % off our 
printed rates 

*Not including the weeks 
commencing 19 and 26 December. 





Untie yourself from the 
kitchen, and enjoy all our 
facilities along with the 
freedom of your own well- 
equipped cottage or 
apartment. 


For only £175 per person 
per week* we can offer you 
accommodation along with 
a fine evening meal served 
in our pool-side restaurant 


no® Wnfl token 

MW 







The DOOR, October 1992 17 


Conf er tut & &etrat£ 


CONFERENCE 

(Weekend or midweek) 

CHURCH WEEKEHD 

OR 

GROUP HOLIDAY 

V ABBOT HALL Grange-over-Sands (0539) 532896 
• HIGHCLIFFE Swanage (0929) 424806 • LINDORS 
COUNTRY HOUSE Wye Valley (0594) 530283 • THE LINKS Eastbourne 
(0323) 36360 • MOORLANDS Whitby (0947) 603584 • TRELOYHAN 
MANOR St. Ives, Cornwall (0736) 796240 • PLAS-Y-COED North Wales 
(0492) 530771 • SIDHOLME Sidmouth (0395) 515104 • WILLERSLEY 
CASTLE Derbyshire (0629) 582270 

For your brochure return to: Methodist Guild Holidays, 
Derwent House, Cromford, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5JG 

Name: 



Address: 


.Postcode:. 


THE ABBEY 

SUTTON COURTENAY 

Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4AF 


The Abbey is a place of contemplation, hospitality and positive social 
change. It is run by a small, mixed community whose educational work 
focuses on personal / spiritual growth, social transformation and 
ecological living. 

VVe have a year round programme of courses and retreats. Please send 
sae for a copy. 

We also provide facilities for individuals or groups to come and hold their 
own events, retreats or parish days. 

Our purpose built Guest House sleeps fourteen. Dormitory and camping 
facilities are also available. Meeting rooms in the fourteenth century 
Abbey buildings may also be hired separately. The Great Hall is suitable 
for up to 90 people, other meeting rooms can accommodate up to 20. 

If you would like details of our hire facilities and rates, or our programme, 
please contact the Hire co-ordinator at the above address. 


Telephone 0335 847401 




STRESS 


Prevention and Management of Stress Seminars 
from SALT (Stress and Life Trust) 

Christian beliefs applied to recent stress research 


1992/3 programme 


27 Oct 
7 Nov 
14 Nov 
24 Jan 
20 Feb 
5-7 March 


Brunnel Manor 
Sevenoaks 
Colchester 
Woodford Green 
St Helens 
Bexhill 


Also from SALT: 

* Designer living - The Way 
to beat stress. EB.99 

* Stress Facts and Acton Pack. 
Helpful for Christians, but 
also designed to appeal to 
the uncommited. £2.95 inc pp 


Special 'Bespoke' seminars for your 

ORGANISATION OR CHURCH. 

Dr Bill Munro and Team, SALT, The Istana, 
Freezeland Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, TN39 5JD, 

Tel: 0424 219133 
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JO 

The new purpose-built Wilson Carllle College 

A 

of Evangelism In Sheffield, Church Army's 

< 

British training centre, now offers the Ideal 


venue for your conference, training days. 

0 

annual meetings, or small group sessions. 


The central location in the centre of a city 

c 

with major road and rail links makes It a 

■n 

favourable choice for national and regional 

JU 

events. The range of facilities Includes: 

r\ 

space for over 150 delegates 

U 

eleven fully-equipped meeting rooms 

o 

libraiy 


chapel 

z 

audio-visual suite 

■PI 

recording studio 

T 1 

public address system 

m 

recreational facilities 

1 1 1 

some overnight accommodation 

JO 

professional catering company 

large car park nearby 

m 

For a brochure or a visit to the conference 

z 

centre, write or telephone 

r\ 

Darren Heathcote, Bursar, 

O 

Wilson Carllle College of Evangelism 

m 

50 Cavendish St,Sheffleld,S3 7RZ 

hi 

Tel: 0742 787020 



THORNELEIGH 

Christian Conference 
Centre/Guest House 

Ideal for Church Holidays, 
Youth Weekends, families and 
individuals. Excellent home 
cooking. Easy access to Lakes. 

Bookings now being 
taken for 1993 & 1994. 

For further details contact: 
The Manager, Thomleigh, 
The Esplanade, Grange over 
Sands, Cumbria LA11 7HH. 
Tel: 05395 32733 



Dolfor, Newtown, Powys SY16 4AJ 


New Conference suite seating 600. 
Over 400 beds. 

Superb sports facilities. 
Affordable prices. 

Tel: 0686 625275 
Fax: 0686 626122 


Aslibnrnliain Place 

Ashburnham is set in 200 acres of beautiful grounds in the heart of 
tiie Sussex countryside; the ideal location for relaxation, renewal 
and prayer. The South Coast is only 6 miles away and there are 
many places of interest nearby. 

For full details of our programme of prayer retreats, midweek 
breaks and holiday weeks write to: 

Ashburnham Place (D) 

Battle, E. Sussex, TN33 9NF 

Telephone: (0424) 892244 Reg Charity No 212755 



GLENFALL 
H O USE 


• Classic Regency Country House 

• Set in landscaped gardens 

• In the Cotswolds 

• Newly completed refurbishment 

• 28 bedrooms half en suite 

• 3 gracious public rooms 

• Chapel 

As well as offering its own programme Glenfall 
is available for block bookings, conferences, 
holidays and retreats. 

If you wish to visit, please telephone we shall be 
glad to welcome you, show you around and offer 
you hospitality. 

Glenfall House, Harp Hill, Charlton Kings, 
Cheltenham GL54 4EP Telephone 0242 583654 


TOCH 

Cuddesdon House, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford 0X9 9HB 

Telephone 0865 872004 

We equipped modern house set in four acres. 
Sleeps 21 (mainly single rooms). 

Two conference rooms (each seating 30), 
plus smaller group rooms. 

Near M40 - seven miles from Oxford. 

Ideal for conferences, retreats, group holidays. 

All enquiries to Warden in residence 




Formed twelve and a half years ago as an 
interdenominational ministry. We offer 
short term accommodation for groups of 
up to 25 for the purpose of bringing people 
into a greater revelation of the resurrection 
power of Jesus, through Teaching, 

Healing, Counselling. 

Monthly Conferences 
Information on request 


For further details please contact: 
Gill Taylor, Tony Pitman, 

The Community of Praise, Roma, 
High Street, 

Ke Inton Mandeville, Somerton, 
Somerset TA11 6DZ 
Tel: 0458 223464 



A conference at 
the Wycliffe Centre 
could drive you 
to your knees. 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated to 
helping Christians to 
“Be still and know that I am God." 
ft t 9 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1— i 20. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

ft T t 

For more details write or phone: 
Conference Manager, The Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green. High Wycombe, Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 0494 482521 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxford 
( 0065 ) 800505 


St Gabriel's Retreat House 
& Conference Centre: 

CLERGY RETREAT 

November 3rd — 6th 

Conductor 

Revd Canon D Rhymes 

Contact: House Wardens 
44 Elm Grove, 
Westgat e-on-Sea, Kent 

Tel: (0843) 8320333 


NEALE HOUSE 

CONFERENCE 

CENTRE 

East Grinstead, West Sussex 
A warm welcome for Day and 
Residential week-end 
Conferences 
20-40 Beds 
Children welcomed. 

For more information and a 
Brochure please telephone 

0342-312552 


Letton Hall 

Affordable accommodation for up to 125 from doubles to dor- 
mitories. Country-house style living in the main hall or rooms in 
the converted stables, grouped round the cobble courtyard of 
Dolphin Court. Be away from it all in the heart of rural Norfolk, 
yet within easy reach of a host of interesting places. Self-eater or 
be catered for. Supervised go-karting on 400m track, plus plenty 
of grounds for outdoor sports, wooded walks, barbecues, etc. 

Special terms for school groups coming mid 
week during term time 

National Curriculum linked resources available 
Conferences also catered for. 

Contact Peter Carroll for more information 
TEL. (0362) 820717 
Shipdliam, Thetford, Norfolk IP25 7SA 



A HOUSE FOR THE LORD 
... A HOME FOR HIS PEOPLE 


The Oxford Centre for Mission Studies 
Woodstock Road, Oxford 

Ijottt o Teoctful anti tranquil dfonftttntt (n 
one of €>xfoc6'o Steaming -Spites 

Facilities: 

ir Seating for up to 125 with tables and 180 without ^Flexibility of arrangements 
★ Audio and video facilities -kPicturesque setting 

~k Attractive grounds "A Kitchen facilities available 

For further information contact the Administrator 

Telephone: (0865) 56071 Fax: (0865) 510823 
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DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. 
CONSERVATOR and FERRA* 
MENTA specialist. Tel: 0494 
523978. Somerset House. 145 
London Road. High Wycombe. 
Bucks HP1 1 1BT. 


AUTHORS 

l ot us publish your book. 

Most subjects considered, 
including religion, memoirs, 
poems and first books. 

AVON BOOKS a'D) 

Aubrey House. 83/85 Bridge Rood. 
East Molesey. Surrey KT8 91111. 

V/nV- S.i'to./'J 


EXPERIENCED CARERS of trail 
elderly in their own homes. 24*hour 
service, very reasonable rates. Free 
consultation. References available. 
Tel: Joan Leach or Jean Roberts on 
Abingdon (0235) 523496. 


UNDER 

STRESS? 

Stress therapist Marie Bewley 
fully qualified in Reflexology and 
Physical Essential Oils Therapy, 
has set up her practice in 
Abingdon. Her Healing ministry 
has been blessed by Lord 
Coggan at Bede House Convent. 

For Further Information 

Telephone: 

ABDVGDON SSS932 


AUTHORS 

All subjects considered for 
co-partnership publication. 

A complete professional service from 
MS to bookshop shelf. 

Write (without obligation) to: 

JANUS PUBLISHING COMPANY 

D«pt. 4,-Duko House, 37 Duko 
Stroot, London W1M 5DF 


The Gatehouse 

Drop-In Centre fdr homeless people 
is seeking a part-time 

Food Organiser 

10 hours per week, interviews in 
October 

Job Description from Mary, 

The Gatehouse. Northgate Hall. 
St. Michaels Street. 

Oxford 0X1 2DU 
Tel: 0865 792999 

(answer phone) 


I WISH TO BUY 

Old postcards, military medals 
and militana. English and Foreign 
coins, books and epliemera. 
Particlulary of local interest 

please call anytime 

0494-528092 


DAVID J HERRING, Pipe organ. 
Harmonium and Plano Repairer and 
Tuner. Est. 18 years. Tel 0865- 
874590. 


FRAMING 

Pictures. Tapestries. Embroidery. 
Certificates. Mirrors framed to 
suit your requirements. 

For further details contact: 
Derek Pepper. Bell Cottage, Bell 
l/aiie. Brightwell-cum -Sot well. 
Wallingford. Oxon 0X10 OQl) or 
Phone 0491 39228 


QUALIFIED CARER. With 
extensive rehabilitation experience 
for work with handicapped 
children/adults. Weekend/- 
weekdays. Tel: 0296 748722 
TuesThurs or before 9am, after 
5pm. 


TRADITIONAL 
WOODEN TOYS 

Dolls Houses and Dolls House Furniture 
For further details please write to: 

MELLOR DESIGNS 
11 Grange Ave, Peppard Common 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 5JP 
or phone: 0491 628481 


WORLDWIDE 
★ TRAVEL ★ 


Exclusive low fares for 
Missionary Societies, Churches 
and Independent Travellers from 
appointed RAPT1M Agent. 

KEY TRAVEL 

94-96 Eversholt Street. 
London NW 1 IBP. 

Tel: 071 387 4933 
ABTA* IATA* Fax: 071 387 1090 


ANGLO-CATHOLIC 

CHARISMATIC 

CONVENTION 

at 

High Leigh Conference Centre 
Hoddesdon. Herts 
2Sth-30lh April 1993 

’How shall we sing the Lord’s Song?" 
Speakers: The Revd. Lindsay Urwin 
OGS and The Revd. Dr John Marsh 
Early booking advisable to avoid 
disappointment 

Enquiries: Mrs Angela Southern 
The Lady Calthorpe Room, 
Elvetham. Hartley Wintnev, 
Hants RG27 8BB 
Tel: 0252 842274 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 
All subjects including Memoirs, 
Religion. Poetry. Children's Stories and 
Fiction. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 
ADELPIII PRESS (Dept. A. 24) 
AJ6 EJTie Road, London SW6 1TD 


The Templeton Oxford 
Lectures for 1992 

The Search for God: Can Science 
Help? 

Sir John Houghton, F.R.S. 
Director-General Meteorological Office, 
1983-91. 

A programme of Lectures to be 
given in Rewley House, University of 
Oxford, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford 
at 20.15 in November 1992. 

Nov 5th: Billions of light years: 
a God' big enough? 

Nov 12th: Chaos and Order: 
a God free enough? 

Nov 19th: What happens when we 
pray: a God close enough? 

Nov 26th: Spiritual and Material 
a God evident enough? 

Each Lecture will be followed by a 
Discussion with audience 

participation 

Admission is free - All are welcome 


Fiction and reality 



l was brought up on G.A. Hcnty 
and Stanley Wcvnian. 1 graduat- 
ed to Walter Scott . But 1 don’t 
go much on historical novels 
nowadays. 1 have, however. 


The section that first caught my 
eye in Heaven , a Dance: An Eve- 
lyn Hill Anthology (Triangle 
SPCK. £4.99) was ‘How to deal 
with failing in the life of God...’ 
Well that one didn’t speak to me. 
It was about the importance of 
not being burdened with guilt, 
which is not one of my prob- 
lems, so 1 turned to something 
else: and that is the beauty of this 
book. Brenda and Stuart Blanch 


have chosen short, manageable 
sections from Evelyn Underhill’ s 
books, letters, retreat addresses 
and poems and have set them 
under clearly desginated head- 
ings. 

Together, they bring before us 
the insights of someone who was 
clearly close to God and who 
talks helpful sense about it. The 
idiom is occasionally dated, but 
the wisdom is not, and there is 
much to choose from 
• When, two years ago, I re- 
viewed the hardback edition of 
the Oxford Illustrated History of 
Christianity (OUP, £25 ), a truly 
global sweep of Christian histo- 
ry, I ended by saying that it was a 
marvellous present which I want- 
ed to give both to an elderly aunt, 
interested in human beings and 
their condition, and also to a 
learned colleague who would 


been reading with great interesl- 
Storrn Clouds over Ireland (Self 
Publishing Association, £ 1 4. 50). 
The background — Ireland dur- 


benefit from the book’s scholar- 
ship. “Can 1 afford to give it to 
them both?” 1 asked. I decided 1 
could, in spite of the price. The 
recession has bitten deeper, but 
the paperback edition (£15) has 
now come out; a worthwhile ad- 
dition to one’s own library 
shelves. 

# What role does forgiveness 
play in 20th century politics? Not 
much, you might retort, but Brian 


Frost in The Politics of Peace 
(DLT, £10.95) argues that there 
can be no true peace without for- 
giveness, and looking at 1 1 parts 
of the modem world, he wrestles 
with events and reflects theolog- 
ically about them. 

This is not an easy book, nor is 
it a ‘trite’ one. The reader is invit- 
ed to join with the author in some 
work and for anyone who does 
this, and wants to take his own 
thinking further, Brian Frost is 
going to be in Oxford on Satur- 
day, January 30, 1993, when he 
will be offering a study/work- 
shop day at Rewley House. Fur- 
ther details can be obtained from 
the Institute Office at Church 
House, North Hinksey , Oxford 
0X2 ONB. 

Vincent Strudwick 
Canon Strudwick is Principal of 
the Oxford Diocesan Institute 


of the 1 2th century — was entire- 
ly new to me. It is a story of love 
and passion (definitely not suita- 
ble as a Christmas present for the 
young). The two main charac- 
ters, the English knight and the 
Irish princess, are real people. 
The dialogue, thankfully, steers 
clear of archaisms on the one 
hand and 20th century argot on 
the other. Only occasionally do 
you feel that a firm editor could 
have tightened up the passage a 
little. 

A good read, then; but there are 
special reasons why 1 recommend 
it. The author, Donald Willis, 
spent the whole of his working 
life after the 1939-45 War ( in 
which he served with distinction) 
as a schoolmaster, teaching his- 
tory in an Oxfordshire school. He 
did his stint as a housemaster, and 
later as Second Master he was 
indispensable anchor-man to 
three headmasters in turn. 

Then tragedy struck. In 1976, 
shortly before he was eligible for 
retirement, he suffered a series of 
major strokes which left him per- 
manently and almost completely 
paralysed. He could move his left 
hand and arm — but nothing else. 
He could hear — but he could not 
speak a single word. But instead 
of crumpling under his fate, he 
determined to do something 
worthwhile. He painstakingly 
taught himself to type with his 
left hand, and over the years he 
produced and has had published 
no fewer than three engaging 
books of reminiscences which 
earned far more than just local 
acclaim. But he had long wanted 
to turn his historical studies to 


fictional account, and this novel 
is the fruit of four years’ hard 
work. 

I don’t think he could possibly 
have triumphed over misfortune 
so splendidly if it had not been for 
indomitable determination, his 
quiet but unshaken faith (he was 
born and bred a Baptist and has 
remianed one all his life, though 

— typically — as a boarding 
house master he punctiliously 
attended school chapel on Sun- 
day mornings before going off to 
his own church in the evenings), 
and the unstinted devotion and 
the caring support of his wife, 
Muriel. 

This wonderful couple have re- 
ceived a certain amount of media 
attention, though they have never 
sought publicity. In these days 
when selfishness is rife, and per- 
sonal responsibility is too often 
lacking, it is well to be reminded 
that they are still living quietly in 
a suitably adapted bungalow in 
Cumnor, near Oxford . Of course, 
Donald could have gone into in- 
stitutional care years ago. It is not 
that the NHS has fallen down 
over them. They just felt that for 
them it was not the solution. 

I try to get up to visit them a 
couple of times a year. I always 
come away feeling very humble 

— and a rather better man. Every 
night I thank God for their won- 
derful example of Christian forti- 
tude; though I’m sure they don’t 
see it that way. 

James Cobban 
Sir James Cobban is the former 
headmaster of Abingdon School 
For many years he was a mem- 
ber of General Synod. 


Alien thoughts 
give comfort 

An Alien at St Wilfred’s by Adrian Plass, (Harper Collins, £3.99 
and worth every penny!) is a delightful book which irresistibly 
seeks out and heals the hurt comers of your heart. 

Nunc is an alien. He never really explains where he came from, 
but the four or five people who come to know him don’t feel they 
need to know. With the characters in the book, we learn to laugh 
at our quaint Church of England institutions, and we learn that it 
is alright to be ourselves. 

Being a Christian does not demand us to put on a mask, false 
‘piety’ or to feel things we do not feel. And this applies to all of 
us, whether we are a tired vicar, a pensioner or even the Archbish- 
op of Canterbury. 

Nunc speaks with simplicity and honesty, and his friends learn 
to respond in the same way. 

Venetia Horton 


ing the Anglo-Norman conquest 

God, Christianity 
and Peace 



ituart Blanch, the former Archbishop of York and a regular 
contributor to The DOOR, pictured with his wife Brenda. 
Their Evelyn Underhill anthology is reviewed here. 



Sheffield Funerals 


152 HIGH STREET, AYLESBURY. 0296 82160 


or Dial 100 and ask lor... 


•FREEPHONE FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL 
SERVICES' 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

GOLDEN CHARTER 
PREPAID 

PLANS AVAILABLE 

|yQUff PRIVATE FUNERAL SERVICE 



Conditions of advertising 

All enquiries concerning advertising in this newspaper should be directed to the 
publishers (OxfordDioccsan Publications Limited) through its printers (Goodhcad 
Publishing Limited). 

Advertisements arc accepted and published upon the Conditions of Acceptance 
published from time to time by Goodhcad Publishing Limited as if in those 
conditions the name of Oxford Diocesan Publications Limited was added to that 
of Goodhcad Publishing Limited and references throughout the remainder of the 
document amended accordingly; copies of the Conditions of.Acceptance are 
available from Goodhcad Publishing Limited upon request. 

In addition Oxford Diocesan Limited and Goodhcad Publishing Limited for 
themselves, their servants or agents reserve the right to make any alteration it or 
they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement and to require blocks or 
copy to be amended to meet its or their approval. 


Sole Funeral Service 

BIDSTON CLOSE, OVER NORTON, 
CHIPPING NORTON 

Sympathetic, personal attention from a qualified 
funeral director including pre-planned 
funeral arrangements. 

Memorials designed and supplied. 

Tel (0608) 644112 at any hour 


CORRYMEELA 

Waging Peace 
in Northern Ireland 


A 

W 


Please support us with your prayers 
especially on Corrymeela Sunday which is 
held annually on the Sunday before St 
Patrick's Day 

Information and Donations: Corrymeela Link, 
P.O. Box 118, Reading, RG1 1SL 
Tel: 0734 589800 
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Music * Festivals • Worship * Exhibitions * Services 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL OXFORD 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy Communion. I Oam Matins. 1 1.1 5am Sung Eucharist. 
6pm Evensong. Weekdays: 7.15am Matins. 7.35am Holy Communion. 

6pm Evensong (Thursdays Hvcnsong 5.35pm and Sung Hucharist 6pm). 


OCTOBER 

Sat Sept 26 - Sat Oct 17 WOOBURN. 

Festival includes: Oct 2-11 Visual Arts 
Exhibition in Church Hall; Oct 4 -Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream (ballet) ; Oct 8 - 
Kathryn Tickcl! Band; Oct 9 City of Lon- 
don Sinfonia; Oct 10/11- Wye Valley 
Arts ; Oct 13 (9.30am) History , Art and 
Architecture Tour of Local Churches; Oct 
15 International Jazz with supper; Oct 1 5- 
1 7 School for Scandal. 0628 524243 ( 1 (Fam 
- 1pm ,Tucs- Sat) 

Thu 1 MARLOW. “Coping with Loss’ 
Eight-week course with Nick Molony £22. 
Details: Chiltcrn Christian Training Pro- 
gramme 024 027 550. 

Thu 1 READING. Churchpeople’s 
Luncheon Club in St Laurence’s Hall, 
Abbey Square at 1pm. Revd Derek Spears 
of St Matthews, on the Corrymeela Link. 
£1.50. Details 0734 872878. 

Fri 2 - Sun 4 AYLESBURY. Flower 
festival at St Peter’s Church, Quarrendon 
Fri and Sat 10.30am - 5.30pm, Sun 2- 
5.30pm followed by Evensong at 6pm 
and auction of Harvest produce in aid of 
USPG. 0296 86481. 

Fri 2 - Sun 4 OXFORD. Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham. Contact Revd Martin Flat- 
man 0865 242396. 

Fri 2 - Sun 4 SUTTON COURTENAY. 
Retreat for MSEs: Exloration of Ministry 
in Secular Employment with Revd Ni- 
cholas von Benson. 0235 847401 (The 
Abbey). 

Sat 3 OXFORD. SPI-DIR Workshop 
10.30am - 4pm at St Andrew’s Church, 
Linton Road. Sister Alison Mary CSMV 
leads teaching on Julian of Norwich. Cost 
£4.50. Bring your own lunch. Applica- 
tions to Annette Nixon, 17 Wallace Close, 
Woodley, Reading RG5 3HW. 

Sat 3 HIGH WYCOMBE. Festival to 
celebrate life and work of St James’ 
Church Downley. 

Sat 3 WANTAGE. Opera excerpts from 
Rigoletto, Figaro and Carmen. Tickets 
£5/£3 from 02357 4278. 

Sat 3 OXFORD. Freedom is Coming’ a 
seminar at St Cement’s Family Centre, 
Cross Street, 10am-4pm on Southern Af- 
rica with Barney Pityana and Janet Hodg- 
son, sponsored by USPG, Christian Aid, 
Christina Concern for One World and the 
Diocesan Southern Africa Group. Tickets 
£2 from 0865 251222. 

Sat 3 MILTON KEYNES. Travel 
Through the Ages: annual bazaar ’92 at 
Middleton Hall all day. Details 0908 
661623. 

Sat 3 BLEDLOW RIDGE. Church in 
the Village: study day with Graham Wise 
and Church Army rural ministries officer 
Keith Elliot 10am-4pm at Bledlow Ridge 
Church and the Methodist Chapel. Part of 
the Chiltern Christian Training Pro- 
grammed. Details 024 027 550. 

Sat 3 • Thu 15 OXFORD. At St Giles’ 
Church an exhibition of photos of Peru, 
4 Looking for Gold: Travels to the Heart of 
the World’. Open 12 - 2pm weekdays, 2- 
5pm weekends. 

Sat 3 READING. Harvest All-age Fun 
Day. Music, workshops, drama, calligra- 


phy, food, hut building at St Agnes 
Church, Northumberland Ave, Whitley. 
Come and see what happens when 4 
parishes pool their resources! £2 per fam- 
ily or £1 per person, unaccompanied chil- 
dren 5<>p, at the door. 

Sun 4 - Sun 1 1 BICESTER. Festival of 
Faith at St Edburg’s Church. Exhibitions 
of paintings, photographs, sculpture and 
embroidery. Plus dance, drama and mu- 
sic. Penny Taylor, 0869 252921. 

Sun 4 OXFORD. St Barnabas, Jericho. 
Hildegard Choir sings ‘Music for Kings 
and Queens’ including Handel’s Corona- 
tion Anthems. 8pm. Free (retiring collec- 
tion). 

Mon 5 NEWBURY. Christian Counsel- 
ling Course induction evening; course 
runs through til April 1 993. Weekly meet- 
ings at St Mary’s Church Centre, Green- 
ham. Contact Daphne Washbrook, 2 Ce- 
dar Rise, Newbury RG15 8DY. 

Mon 5 WENDOVER Beginning the 
Greek New Testament. Introductory 
course with Harold Heslop. First of six 
meetings at Wendover Christian Centre. 
£16. Details: 024 027 550 by 28 Sept. 
Wed 7 WOKINGHAM. 6.15pm at All 
Saints’ Church, special service for 21st 
anniversary of Wednesday Mums fol- 
lowed by bring and share supper. All 
previous mums invited. Details 0734 
783357. 

Thu 8 BOTOLPH CLAYDON. Cottes- 
loe Christian Training Programme ‘The 
Loving Father’ by Canon Thamas Smail 
7.30pm at Claydon House. Telephone 
0296 713603. 

Thu 8 HIGHMOOR. Start of ‘Time for 
Reflection’, a series of 24 art workshops 
or days of quiet worship. 10am-4pm at 
Highmoor Hall. Cost from £10 including 
lunch. Information Ann Persson 0491 
641543. 

Fri 9 - Sun 11. LYNDHURST. Retreat 
Weekend at Minstead Lodge led by Sue 
Wiggans. Contact her on 0703 812297. 
Fri 9 OXFORD. St Andrew’s Church, 
Linton Road 7.30pm. CMS East Asia 
Secretary Revd Peter Leung talks on 
‘Evangelisation - Models in East Asia’. 
Information from Katy Hall: 0865 245509. 
Sat 10 SUTTON COURTENAY. Work- 
shop on the Archbishops’ Commission 
on Church Music. With Patrick Salis- 
bury. Details from the Abbey. 0235 
847401. 

Sat 10 OLD AMERSHAM. St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm: choir of St Brides, Fleet 
Street will sing Faure Requiem and songs 
by Purcell. Tickets £7.50 and £6 tel: 0494 
724525. 

SatlO WANTAGE. Concert of songs by 
Schubert and Schumann, sung by James 
Gilchrist. Tickets £5/£3 from 02357 4278. 
Sat 10 HIGH WYCOMBE. First of 9 
core courses for the Certificate in Chris- 
tian Studies 9.30am-3.30pm at Castle- 
field Methodist Church. £23. Enrol by 5 
Oct. Details 024 027 550. 

Sat 10/Sun 11 OXFORD St Giles’ 
Annual Charity Weekend.Christian book- 
stall. Information and gifts from different 
charities. 11-5 Sat, 2-5 Sun. Also Sun 11: 

‘ Music for a Changing World’ — stories, 


music and poetry presented by Brian 
Boolhby and friends, 8pm. 

Sun 11 CHARLBURY Songs of Praise 
6pm. 

Mon 12 OXFORD. ‘ Forward from Rio - 
How do Christians educate the Churches 
in practical concern for God’s creation?’ 
with Brian Pettifcr, Principal of the Ox- 
ford Area Christian Training Scheme. 
7.30pm for 8pm at Hill End, Farmoor (on 
the B4044). 0865 8635 1 0 (Jacquie Finn). 
Mon 14 - Sun 27 READING. St Mary’s 


Church, the Butts. 9am - 3.30pm Mon - 
Fri. 9am - 12pm Sat. Exhibition of photo- 
graphs and parish records mounted by the 
Berkshire Record Office to celebrate the 
Diocesan 450th Anniversary. 

Thu 15 BOTOLPH CLAYDON. Cottes- 
loe Christian Training: ‘The Beloved Son’, 
talk by Canon John Fenton 7.30pm at 
Claydon House. Free entrance. Telephone 
0296 713603. Also 22 Oct ‘The Life- 
Giving Spirit’. 

Fri 16SUTTON COURTENAY. A New 
Vision of Reality: an evening at The Ab- 
bey with Dorn Bede Griffiths. Details 
0235 847401. 

Fri 16 - Sun 18 OXFORD. Retreat at the 
Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill led by Revd 
John Crowe, Rector of Dorchester. Or- 
ganised by the Fellowship of Contempla- 
tive Prayer. Please send £5 deposit to Mrs 
N H Petrie, New Yatt Farm, Witney, 
Oxon OX8 6TQ. Tel: 0993 868 244. 

Sat 17 OXFORD. Mission information 
day at St Andrew’s Church, Linton Road. 
10am - 3.30pm. Cost £2. Worship led by 


Revd M Gnanavaram. Talk on ‘Giving 
and Receiving the Gospel’ by Revd Cyril 
Okorocha. Workshops and seminars. To 
book contact Moira Johnson, 52 King 
George Qosc, Charlton Park, Chelten- 
ham GL53 7RW. 

Sat 1 7 OXFORD. Autumn Fayre 2.30pm 
at St John’s Home, St Mary’s Road. 

Sat 17 WALSINGHAM. North Bucks 
Church Union day pilgrimage tfl 
Walsingham. Mrs J Tate 0908 510216. 
Sat 17 LONDON. Third Christian Hu- 


man Rights Conference ‘Breaking the 
Chains’ at Church House, Westminster 
£5. Details: CSI 49b Leigh Hall Rd, Leigh 
on Sea, Essex SS9 1RL. 

Sat 17 NORTHLEIGH. Woodstock 
Deanery’s Children’s Day. Activities for 
Sunday School age children (5-10plus), 
10am in Northleigh school followed by 
procession and family service at St Mary ’s 
Church. School. Groups and individuals 
welcome. Sue Anslow 0993 868304. 

Sat 17-Thurs 29 OXFORD St Giles, 
‘Meditations on the Faith’ - paintings by 
Peter Koenig, member of the Society of 
Catholic Artists. Weekdays 12-2pm, 
weekends 2-5pm. 

Sat 17 and Sun 18 LACEY GREEN. 

Two music and drama evenings at 7pm in 
St John’s Church to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of the Samuel Green Drawer 
organ. Free entry. 

Sun 18 WANTAGE. Service to cele- 
brate One World Week 6.30pm at Meth- 
odist Church followed by refreshments in 
the hall and at 8pm a talk. Challenges of 


the New Europe, by Dr Caroline Jackson 
MEP. Information: 02357 2289. 

Sun 18 - Sun 25 TILEHURST. Wel- 
come Week at St George’s to celebrate 
the Decade of Evangelism. Events in- 
clude House Groups, Arts and Crafts, 
Flower Arranging and Ministry of Heal- 
ing. Songs of Praise on Sun 18. 

Sun 18 - Sat 7 Nov OXFORD. Leon 
Week for Oxford’s twin town in Nicara- 
gua starting with a sponsored bike ride. 
Latin Concert of Fri 23 and Misa Campesi- 
na Sunday 25. Details from Oxford Lc6n 
Association 0865 252581. 

Mon 19 OXFORD. The World After 
Rio’ - talk by John Madeley, 8pm at the 
Asian Cultural Centre, Manzil Way, Cow- 
ley Rd. Sponsored by Oxford Christians 
for Peace. Information: 02357 2289. 
Mon 19 OXFORD. Find out more about 
the Archway Foundation for those hurt by 
loneliness (patrons include the Bishop of 
Oxford) . Open evening with coffee and 
desserts at the Rectory Room, Pembroke 
Street 7.30pm. Training evenings No- 
vember 9,1 6 and 23. Paul Hawgood 0865 
790552. 

Mon 19 OXFORD. The Jacob Stories by 
Professor John Barton: first of a series of 
lectures on Reading the Bible Today at 
8pm in the Old Library, St Mary’s, Mans- 
field Rd. Until 16 Nov. 

Sat 24 NEWBURY. Munich University 
Students Orchestra conducted by Julian 
Gibbons at 7.30pm in St Nicolas’ Church. 
Mozart, Mendelssohn and Rossini. Tick- 
ets £5 and £2.50 from 0635 35801. 

Sat 24 OXFORD. Day course ‘Is There 
a Gospel for the Rich?’ led by Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford at 
Rewley House, 1 Wellington Square 10am 
- 4.15pm. Cost £23.50 with lunch, £18 
without. Write to Oxford University De- 
partment of Continuing Education, 1 
Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JA. 
Sat 24 READING. * Hearing God Speak 
Today’ — a teaching day at St Agnes 
Church. Northumberland Ave , Whitley. 
Speaker : David Parker. 10am - 5pm ,£3 
to cover expenses. Bring your own food - 
drinks provided. To book ring Fred on 
0734 876177. 

Sat 24 OXFORD. St Thomas Church, 
Becket St. The City Church Union Com- 
mittee will hold a Mass. Celebrant: Bish- 
op of Oxford. Followed by lunch in 
Worcester College and a lecture. 

Sat 24 STEVENTON. St Michael’s 
Church autumn fair 2pm. Charity stalls, 
church kitchen, plants and ‘jobs and tal- 
ents’ auction at 3pm. Mary Thompson 
0235 832077. 

Sat 24 CHESHAM. Emmanuel Church. 
Farleigh Quartet playing quartets by Mo- 
zart, 8pm, £6 including refreshments 
(students and pensioners £3, children 50p. 
08675 78773. 

Mon 26 BEACONSFIELD. Business 
men’s Fellowship dinner at Fifth Avenue 
Restaurant, Maxwell Road, 7.30pm. 
Bookings Bob Sutton 02407 4689. 

Thu 29 BANBURY. ‘Killing or Letting 
Die — What’s the Difference?’ A talk by 
Revd A. Fisher at St Mary’s Centre, 
7.30pm. Organised by Banbury LIFE 
Group. 

Fri 30 - Sun 1 Nov HIGH WYCOMBE. 

Wedding Fayre at the parish church: 7pm 
Fri, 10am-5pm Sat, and on Sunday at 
6.30pm a Celebration of Marriage with 
renewal of vows. Information 0494 
527526. 

Fri 30 - Sun 1 Nov LYNDHURST. Event 
at Minstead Lodge in Hants: celebrate 
autumn with circle dancing led by Judy 


King. Details 0703 812297 

Sat 31 NEWBURY. St John’s Church 

autumn bazaar at St Bartholomew’s School 

2-4pm. 

Sat 31 READING. Craft Fayre St Luke’s 
Hall, Erlcigh Rd 10am-4pm. To book a 
table (£7) ring Mrs Handslcy on Reading 
665629. 

Sat 31 OXFORD. Bring and buy coffee 
morning in aid of the Intercontinental 
Church Society at 122 Banbury Rd, Sum- 
mertown. 10.30am -noon. Hazel Bidewell 
of ICS will give a short talk ) 0865 5 1 1 636 

NOVEMBER 

Mon 2 OXFORD. One-day study course 
on Mission and Secularisation at the Ox- 
ford Centre for Mission Studies 10.30am- 
4.30pm. Price £20 (unwaged £5) Lunch 
£5. Telephone 0865 56071. 

Thu 5 READING. Churchpeople’s 
Luncheon Club at St Laurence’s Hall. 
Abbey Square 1pm. Cost £1.50. Speaker 
Adrian Russell on the Pattaya Orphanage 
in Thailand. Bookings 0734 872878. 
Mon 2 - Fri 6 CROW HURST. First of 
series of teaching courses on the church’s 
Ministry of Healing at the Old Rectory. 
Details from Revd ray Jones 0424 830204. 
Clergy wives welcome. 

Sat 7 OXFORD. World Mission Fair 
10am - 2.30pm at St Michael’s Church 
Hall, Summertown. Lunches, children’s 
activities. In aid of USPG. For informa- 
tion: 0865 514195. 

Sat 8 OXFORD. Blackbird Leys. Jabbok 
Theatre Company bring ‘Columbus the 
Fish and the Treee’ from the Edinburgh 
Fringe to a Christian Concern for One 
World gathering in Holy Family Church, 
Cuddesdon Way, 3.30pm. 0869 38225. 
Mon 10 W HEATLEY. Coffee morning 
and bring-and-buy for CMS at St Andrews 
Church, Linton Rd 10.30am- 12pm. Mrs 
Mary Silk will speak on counselling AIDS 
patients in Mengo Hospital, Uganda. 

Fri 13 CHALFONT ST PETER- All 
Saints, Oval Way 10am- 10pm a spon- 
sored musical extravanganza by local chil- 
dren for the Chiltern Cheshire Home. De- 
tails: 0753 883839. 

NOTICES 

Affordable vestments. Exhibition and sale 
of new vestments on Friday 6 November 
1 1 .30am-5pm at Church of Christ the Sav- 
iour, Ealing Broadway, London W5 (near 
Ealing Broadway tube). Proceeds to Christ 
the Saviour, Ealing and Holy Innocents, 
Kidderminster. Price guide: unlined chas- 
uble/stole sets from £45 and administra- 
tion stoles £15. 

Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust. 

Autumn lecture, Blenheim Palace, 
7.30pm. Dr John Blair w ill speak on the 
Anglo-Saxon Church in Oxfordshire. 
Details: 0993 898402. 


Christmas DOOR 

Have you ever opted for a different 
kind of Christmas away from it all? 
Have you ever decided to give small 
presents or no presents, to help the 
old and cold or perhaps to retreat to a 
far-off monastery ? Have you ever 
spent Christmas entirely alone by 
choice? We need accounts of 
alternative Christmases for the 
December DOOR. If you have a story 
to tell, please w rite it as briefly as 
possible and send it to The DOOR. 
Church House. North Hinksey 
Oxford OX2 4NB before October 20 


Floral celebration 



At Sandford on Thames, near Oxford, they said ‘ Happy 
Anniversary’ with flowers. Pictured is Mrs Maijorie Harris, 
People’s Warden, putting the finishing touches to a flower 
festival in the church on the theme of the Diocese’s 450 years. 
The festival was held on September 5 and 6, and Mrs Harris 
led a team of eight whose arrangements included a represen- 
tation of Holmam Hunt ‘s painting, ‘The Light of the World’, 
and of John Henry Newman who lived at nearby Littlemore. 
An important aim of the festival, which is an annual event, is 
to welcome people into church. 

Photo: Frank Blackwell 


®TI}t door 


is the Church Newspaper 
of the Diocese of Oxford. 
It is produced by the 
Diocese in Association 
with Oxford Newspapers 
— part of Goodhead 
Publishing an dis 
distributed.by Church 
Membership to 1 50,000 
readers in the three 
archdeaconries of Oxon, 
Bucks and Berks. 


I JZCJ\p-E OF FVA£sL G-F LI SAA 
.\kur_\l church THiMjqMq of mission i 

T'HIMK ... • .AM551QM for CHRIST — F^UJF^L- FViATSLGEX_LSA\^ 
qUESHlUKLCf LOD^F 


ITASTTMOS , 

Tell. : 0V2 i+- 


JH, % A\AKTtNLFA.FE LAJNTE, 
SUSSEX, 'TFL3S SJDS. 
&12331+- 


WE EXIST TO HELP YOU SHARE 
YOUR FAITTi WITH YOUR COTWAYUAU TV 


To advertise in this 
newspaper please contact: 

Glyn Davies on: 


Oxford 

( 0865 ) 880505 


CARPET AND FLOORING 
CONTRACTORS 

Specialists in all types of 
floorcovqring for: 

• CHURCHES 

• NURSING HOMES 

• HOTELS 

• CONFERENCE CENTRE 

• OFFICES AND BUSINESS 
PREMISES etc. 

For helpful advice and competitive 
• prices. 

Contact Steve and Sue Slater, 
“Christians in Carpets”, 

10 St John Street, Wirksworth 
Derhys DE4 4DR 
Telephone: 0773 822084/ 
0629 824815 
Fax: 0629 825748 
evenings: 0629 825160 


o< St. Andrews Bookshop Ltd 


AT YOUR SERVICE 


BIBLES 

BOOKS 

COMMENTARIES 

A.S.B.’s 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 
SPECIAL’ 
ORDERS 


ACROSS THE 
DIOCESE 


57c St Clements 
Oxford 
0X4 1 AG 
Tel: (1)865) 247567 


63-65 High Street 
Great Misscndcn 
Bucks 
HP 16 DA A 
Tel: (02406) 2168 


GREETINGS CARDS 
POSTERS 

CASSETTES & C.D.’s 
FRAMED PICTURES 
STATIONERY 
JEWELLERY etc. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES 


60 London Street 
Reading 
Berks 
RG1 4SQ 

Tel: (0734) 576078 


2 Kingsway House 
King Street 
Maidenhead 
Berks 
SL6 I EE 

Tel. (0628) 21985 


50 Church Street 
Wolverton 
Milton Keynes 
Bucks 
MK12 5JW 
Tel. (0908) 221331 


152 Desborough Road 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
HP1 1 2QA 
Tel. (0494) 221X34 


Jersey Village 

TRAVEL BY AIR OR SEA 

Choice of Bournemouth or Southampton Airports or via 
British Channel Island Ferries from Poole, or Condor 
Wavepiercer from Weymouth. Choice of five, seven, ten 
and fourteen days holidays with en suite 
accommodation on either a self-catering or half board 
basis. 

Lifts to all floors. Disabled persons welcomed with all 
facilities. 

Jersey Village is situated in 49 acres of terraced 
gardens at Portelet Bay close to St Brelades and five 
miles from St Helier. The views are magnificant and the 
complex is completely self-contained with shop, village 
pub, hairdressing salon and beauty centre and lots 
more. 

A wide variety of accommodation is provided from self- 
catering to half board. All meals are included and there 
is dancing and entertainment every evening. Enjoy our 
fitness centre or heated swimming pool or simply stroll 
along golden beaches and soak up the sunshine. 

PRICES PUBLISHED IN OUR BROCHURES ARE 
INCLUSIVE OF RETURN TRAVEL AND TRANSFERS, 
and include optional hotels at Millbrook and St. 
Helier. 

Write for your brochure to 

JERSEYVILLAGE, 

PO Box No. 62, Portelet Bay , St Brelades, 
Jersey JE4 8Y 
Tel: (0534) 45555. 
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A labour of love 

WORKAID 

by Venetia Horton 



Above: volunteers at the Workaid workshop in Amersham and, below, the St Luke’s 
Rehabilitation Centre in Nakuru, Kenya, where teenagers with physical disabilities learn 
cobbling. Pictured left is a selection of tools ready for recycling 


E stablished six years ago 
in Amersham-on-the- 
Hill by a group of people 
who were inspired by Bob Geld- 
of s Band Aid operation, Workaid 
collects and reconditions old tools 
and sends them wherever they 
are needed. What makes this par- 
ticular charity so satisfying is that 
by the simple act of giving away 
something you no longer need, 
you can help someone begin a 
new life in Kenya, Tanzania or 
the Sudan. 

Workaid’ s chairman, John Win- 
ter, says the charity has des- 
patched more than 10,000 items, 
including 550 sewing machines 
and 150 typewriters. “We are 
quite small, but I’d like to say we 
are 100 per cent efficient,” he 
says. 

Workaid rents a small wooden 
building in the grounds of the 
Free Church in Amersham and is 
open five days a week, 
with an army of 50 
volunteers who work 
in shifts repairing and 
packing the tools 
which are sent in from 
all over the country. 

“We are ecumenical,” 
says John. “And not 
just here, but also the ' 
people we deal with 
abroad can be any- 
thing from Baptists 
and Pentecostals to Quakers, 
Catholics or the Women of Faith 
in Uganda.” 

The organisation is never short 
of requests for help. Workaid has 
sent sewing machines to a school 
for mentally and physically hand- 
icapped children in Moscow, tools 
to a Pentecostal group in Roma- 
nia, carpentry tools to the Minis- 
try Eldoret in Kenya, knitting 
machines to the Salvation Army 
in Ghana, and even boat-making 
tools to the Solomon Islands. They 
also help other home-based char- 


ities such as Bamardo’s and the 
Shaftesbury Society. John Win- 
ter is keen to point out that he 
does not send anything abroad 
until he is sure that the request is 
genuine, and that the recipients 
have the necessary skills to clear 
customs and take the goods ‘up 
country’. He believes Workaid is 
99 per cent successful, and has 
only ever lost a couple of type- 
writers in transit. “There are no 
loose ends!” he says. 

The volunteers are mainly re- 
tired or unemployed, and bring to 
Workaid a wide range of exper- 
tise. As well as engineers, build- 


ers and craftsmen of all kinds 
who come to work in the crowd- 
ed building, others work from 
home in their own workshops. 
There are also 36 ‘collectors’ — 
volunteers based in places such 
as Norwich, Colwyn Bay and 
Sunderland, who collect the gifts 
and deliver them to Amersham. 

“We promote ourselves 
through word of mouth and var- 
ious religious publications,” said 
John. The response is generous 
and spontaneous. Boxes of tools 
are left on the doorstep, money is 


sent in the post and the number of 
helpers grows all the time. “When 
our collector in Colwyn Bay said 
he was coming down, we sent 
him £40 to pay for the petrol,” 
said John. “But the people he 
hired the van from gave him the 
van and petrol free of charge, and 
the locals had already collected 
money for petrol, so the £40 was 
donated to Workaid instead!” 
The most useful gifts are tools 
for carpentry, engineering, cob- 
bling and agriculture, and manu- 
al typewriters and sewing ma- 
chines. Workaid does not send 
any electrical equipment abroad, 
and mowers, shears 
and hoes are not suit- 
able for the African 
savannah; however, 
nothing goes to waste. 
All the tools are re- 
conditioned to the 
same high standard, 
and sold at Amersham 
market or church fairs 
where Workaid ’ s rep- 
utation for quality en- 
sures that up to £400 
can be raised for the charity in a 
couple of hours. 

Everything is sent off in “mint 
condition” so that it can be used 
immediately. The sewing ma- 
chines are supplied with scissors, 
spare bobbins and needles, an 
instruction manual is made if the 
original has been lost, and the 
revamished lid is stuffed with 
material and thread. 

The goods are sent by air freight. 
Sylvia Parrott, who is Workaid ’s 
overseas co-ordinator, writes, 
phones or faxes the recipient with 


the flight number and expected 
time of arrival, so that they can be 
at the airport ready to claim the 
goods and get them through cus- 
toms. The cost is covered by gifts 
of money that “just seem to come 
in”. 

Sylvia has also fulfilled a life- 
time ambition and visited Kenya 
several times to follow up some of 
the projects, and bring back pho- 
tographs of happy, smiling people 


who have been given the chance 
to earn their living, perhaps for 
the first time. But most moving 
of all are the thankyou letters. 
Sylvia has files of them from all 
over the world. This one from 
Nigeria is typical: “You have 
saved many lives. You have giv- 
en many children the opportuni- 
ty to further their education. You 
have placed ‘money’ in our 
hands, and by the grace of God, 


many families will be trans- 
formed. You have not given us 
fish and bread, but provided the 
means to teach us how to fish and 
bake.” 

As John Winter says, “We are 
all unpaid, but our profit is in the 
acknowledgements and photo- 
graphs.” 

If you want to help Workaid in 
any way telephone John Winter 
on 0494 722279. 



ROUSE & SADLER 

HEALTHCARE 

58 B High Street 
Aylesbury 

Powerchair Specialists and 
Lightweight wheelchair 
specialist. 

I 

Competitive prices and 
ex-demonstration models. 

Use our experience 
to get the right model 
for your individual 
needs. 

(0296) 415003 


Summer of Discontent 

Horrific pictures of carnage in the Balkan States have dominated 
our TV screens throughout the summer, with equally dismaying 
pictures of the famine in Somalia, racist rioting in East Germany, 
and the ravages of Hurricane Andrew along the American sea- 
board. On a more modest scale we have seen a public discomfiture 
of our own Royal Family, and an English summer dominated by 
cloud and rain (over 10in fell in July and August in our little corner 
of the Diocese). A summer of discontent indeed. And all this 
compared with the euphoria only a year ago which greeted the 
dismantling of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the vast totalitar- 
ian regimes of Eastern Europe. 

A candid observer might well conclude that there’s no hope for a 
world subject to bloodthirsty ethnic violence and ungovernable 
natural disasters. The observer would be justified. Our Lord him- 
self did not promise a trouble-free world or a political blueprint for 
the ideal society. He promised only a ‘kingdom’ of the Spirit in 
which believers across the boundaries of time and space could eqjoy 
unity and peace with each other. Of the world, he predicted with 
uncanny accuracy that “nation would rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There would be great earthquakes, 
famine and pestilence in various places, fearful events and great 
signs from heaven” (Luke 21:10). 

Summers of discontent we are bound to experience in our own 
domestic and private affairs, as well as on the international scene, 
but we are not left entirely without comfort In the same passage in 
which Jesus predicts the coming woes, he also proclaimed “When 
these things come to pass lift up your heads for your redemption is 
drawing near” (Luke 21:28). That was his way of saying “God has 
the whole world in his hands.” 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the author of many 
books. He lives near Banbury 


^ Club Centre ^ 

Fundraising Specialists tor over 40 years 

RAISING FUNDS? 

— LET US HELP YOU!! 

We are sure your Church needs additional revenue 
and at Club Centre we offer the simplest way of 
raising funds. We supply Exceptional Value Packs 
of Greeting Cards and Gift Wrap for you to sell. 
With all the following advantages: 

* Absolutely No Risk 
* No Cash Outlay 

* 3 Months to sell before you have to pay 
* All goods are on sale or return at our expense 
* 25% profit guaranteed on every pack sold 

For a FREE brochure and all the information 
you need to start 

FUNDRAISING THE EASY WAY 

^0254 872202 

CLUB CENTRE LTD, 

Church Bridge, Accrington BB5 4EN 





